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February Meeting 

 

Date: February 20, 2012 

 

6:00 pm Dinner     7:00 pm Program 

 

Place:  Olde Towne Coffee Shop 

 

Location:  600 Crawford St 

 

Speaker:  Melissa Amazeen of Sentinel Care 

Coordinators 

 

Upcoming Meetings 

Save the Date 

February 20 Branch Meeting Olde Towne Coffee Shop 

February 25 District Meeting Newport News 

March 5 Board Meeting To be announced at 

meeting 

March 12 Book Group To be announced at 

meeting 

March 19 Branch Meeting Olde Towne Coffee Shop 

 

AAUW on the Web 

 
Stay up-to-date on everything AAUW 

www.aauw.org 

www.aauwofva.org 

Branch Officers & Board 

Co-Presidents 

Mary Swain 

405-9514 

rmswain@worldnet.att.net 

 

Jacque Dessino 

630-9276 

jdessino@tcc.edu 

 

 

Program Vice President 

Sue Burton 

397-5363 

shbmizzou69@verizon.net 

 

 

Membership Vice President 

Evelyn Thompson 

488-7289 

msevelyn@verizon.net 

 

Dot Hill 

923-5785 

dotmhill@gmail.com 

 

 

Treasurer 

Amy Moore 

484-4044 

amoore44@cox.net 

 

 

Recording Secretary 

Barbara Johnson 

483-0744 

betrumpson@cox.net 

 

 

Corresponding Secretary 

Sarah R. Brown 

393-3733 

sdhrva@aol.com 

 

 

Public Policy 

Nancy Jones 

484-6181 

Nhjones1@cox.net 

 

 

 

Branch Officers & Board 

AAUW Funds 

Sherry Warren 

399-5716 

varrtl@aol.com 

 

 

Book Group 

Lyla Lanning 

966-9260 

lanning@cox.net 

 

Wanda Russo 

488-6448 

wandaandsnooky@yahoo.com 

 

 

Bylaws – Historian 

Wanda Russo 

488-6448 

wandaandsnooky@yahoo.com 

 

 

Communications 

Margaret Windley 

393-1534 

windley@verizon.net 

 

 

Community Service 

Barbara J. Smith 

237-3655 

bjstroll@cox.net 

 

Newsletter 

Jacque Dessino 

630-9276 

jdessino@mmdva.com 

 

 

PNSY Museum 

Margie Alberti 

399-8356 

 

 

Hospitality 

Carole Gregg 

484-2525 

 

Margaret Gupta 

483-4713 

mgupt@umich.edu 
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Membership 
 

Every member is on the membership ‗committee.‘ 

Bring a guest to the meeting and share information 

about AAUW. Carry a membership brochure with 

you; you never know when you might meet a 

prospective member!  

 

Directory Changes: 

 

Lyla Laning has a new email address; 

laning@cox.net 

 

 

Community Service 
 

 

Farm Fresh Receipts 

 

If you are not already doing so for another 

organization, please start saving your Farm Fresh 

receipts (the bottom portion with the 123-4 stub). 

Amy Moore will be collecting them at our meetings 

to donate to the early childhood education 

program at Wilson High School that we visited and 

learned about last year.  

 

 

 

Melissa Amazeen 

Chief Empowerment Officer, Sentinel Care Coordinators 

Options & Program for Ill & House-bound, Convalescent Elderly 

 

February 20, 2012 Meeting 
Olde Towne Coffee Shop 

600 Crawford St, Portsmouth 
Dinner @ 6 pm; Program @ 7 pm 

 
The mission of Sentinel Care Coordinators, LLC is to empower consumers to manage their in-home personal care. They 
provide services to resolve in-home care-giving needs, provide assistance to residents who wish to move out of 
nursing facilities and back into the community, and assistance identifying Medicaid waiver programs that meets their 
needs. Melissa will speak on the options available for ill and house-bound convalescent elderly. 
 
If you plan to join us for dinner, and have not already sent Sue Burton your dinner choices, please do so ASAP. 
Email or call Sue Burton at shbmizzou69@verizon.net or 757-397-5363 (leave a message) with your meal and drink 
choice. 
  
Meal Choices: 

Greek Pesto Chicken  sandwich (provolone cheese on warm flatbread) 
  

Tuna Melt on wheat 
  

Chicken Burritos (filled with Spanish Rice and Black Beans in melted cheddar Cheese, Organic Lettuce, 
Tomatoes, Fresh Avocado with a hint of cilantro and Vidalia Onions, Wrapped in our unique Tomato Basil Tortilla)   

Drink Choices: Coke, Diet Coke, Sprite, A&W Root Beer, Sweet Tea, Unsweetened Tea by request, Orange Juice. 

Everyone gets chocolate chip cookies for dessert. 

Everything, with tax included, is $10.50 per person. 

 

mailto:shbmizzou69@verizon.net
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Food for OASIS 

 

At our meeting we will again be collecting 

donations for OASIS. Canned meats, vegetables 

and fruit are good options as well as boxed cereals, 

peanut butter, jelly, jams, and honey. Community 

Service Chair Barbara J. Smith will deliver our 

contributions.  

Change for the Jar 

  

We will be continuing our change container for 

student assistance at TCC, so be ready to lighten 

your load by emptying the change from your 

wallet.  These funds are used to provide the per 

diem for the student we send to NCCWSL.  

 

Public Policy 

Virginia „Personhood‟ Bill and „Ultrasound‟ Bill; Last 

Chance to Make Your Opinion Known: Legislators 

are meeting in Richmond to wrap up business 

before Crossover this week. HB 1 (Marshall-13), the 

so-called 'personhood' bill and HB 462 (Byron-22), 

the mandatory ultrasound bill, were passed on 

Tuesday.  It is not too late, however, to contact your 

state senator to voice your opinion. You can use 

the following link to look up your legislators and 

send them a message: 
http://conview.state.va.us/whosmy.nsf/main?openform 

State Lobby Day: Read the report of the February 1, 

2012 state lobby day at 

http://www.aauwofva.org/statelobbyday2012.pdf 

 

AAUW Action Fund Releases Congressional Voting 

Record for 112th Congress 

WASHINGTON -- The American Association of 

University Women (AAUW) Action Fund released 

today a scorecard of congressional action on issues 

that will be critical to women and their families 

when they cast their votes in the upcoming 

elections. 

The Congressional Voting Record, available at 

www.aauwaction.org, covers the first session of the 

112th Congress, outlines how U.S. senators and 

representatives voted and whether they co-

sponsored legislation on priority issues affecting 

education, economic security, and civil rights. 

 

AAUW Action Fund Launches Get-out-the-Vote 

Effort to Mobilize Young Women  

 

WASHINGTON — On February 15, 2012, on what 

would have been the 192nd birthday of leading 

suffragist Susan B. Anthony, the American 

Association of University Women (AAUW) Action 

Fund launched It‘s My Vote: I Will Be Heard, a 

nonpartisan voter education and turnout effort 

aimed at maximizing the electoral power of women 

in the 2012 election. 

 

As the largest generation since the baby boomers, 

today‘s 18- to 30-year-olds present the strongest 

opportunity to increase voter turnout among 

women. the AAUW Action Fund is providing grants 

to 15 target states (including Virginia) to help them 

increase the influence of women in shaping public 

policy through grassroots outreach and voter 

registration. 

 

Parties Announce Settlement of UC Davis Title IX 

Athletics Discrimination Suit Brought by Former 

Students  

  

WASHINGTON—The University of California and 

former UC Davis female student wrestlers Arezou 

Mansourian, Christine Ng, and Lauren Mancuso 

announced today that they have reached an 

agreement to settle the issues remaining after the 

findings made by a federal judge last August in the 

liability phase of trial in the case. The American 

Association of University Women (AAUW) Legal 

Advocacy Fund supported the plaintiffs in this case 

and commends the $1.35 million settlement in their 

favor.  

 

 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard Museum 
 

Our branch provides a docent for the Naval 

Shipyard Museum on the third Sunday each month 

from 2-5 pm.  Sign up at the meeting or call Margie 

Alberti at 399-8356 to volunteer.   

 

 

Book Group 

 
The book group meets on the Second Monday of 

the month at 7 pm.  Contact Lyla Laning for 

information on the monthly book and location. 

 

 

 

http://conview.state.va.us/whosmy.nsf/main?openform
http://www.aauwofva.org/statelobbyday2012.pdf
http://www.aauwaction.org/
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/LTSPRJHQDW/MIUXRJHQUC/7927594181
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/LTSPRJHQDW/DSIZRJHQUD/7927594181
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/LTSPRJHQDW/DSIZRJHQUD/7927594181
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DISTRICT NEWS 
 

Virginia Beach Branch invitation: The Virginia Beach 

branch will be showing Iron Jawed Angels, starring 

Hillary Swank, at 6 pm on March 21 at the Virginia 

Beach Central Library Auditorium. If you haven‘t 

seen this film, it is a powerful look at what the early 

suffragettes endured. The film ―tells the remarkable 

and little known story of a group of passionate3 and 

dynamic young women, led by Alice Paul (Hilary 

Swank) and her friend Lucy Burns (Frances 

O‘Connor), who put their lives on the line to fight for 

American women‘s right to vote‖ [from the film‘s 

web site). In 2005, the film won an award at Cannes 

for Anjelica Huston as Carrie Chapman Catt, and 

was a Sundance selection. A portion of the film 

details the women‘s time at the Occoquan, Virginia 

women‘s prison. 

 

Norfolk Branch invitation: Join us at The Little 

Theatre of Norfolk for ―Five Women Wearing the 

Same Dress‖ by Alan Ball on March 25 at 2:30. 

Tickets are just $20 each with all proceeds 

benefiting our scholarship fund. Synopsis of play: 

During an ostentatious wedding reception at a 

Knoxville, Tennessee, estate five reluctant, 

identically clad bridesmaids hide out in an upstairs 

bedroom, each with her own reason to avoid the 

proceedings below. 

 

District Meeting:  The Southeast District Meeting will 

be held on Saturday, February 25, 11:00 a.m. 

at Angelo's Pancake & Steak House, Newport News 

 

A representative from the Girl Scout Council of the 

Colonial Coast will speak on the Girl Scouts 100th 

Birthday & The Year of the Girl 

  

The business meeting will include: 

1.  Caroline Pickens, AAUW of Virginia President, will 

meet with us to discuss the increase in State Dues      

and other important items to be considered at the 

April Statewide Conference 

2.  Nomination of candidate(s) for Southeast District 

Representative to State Board. Election will take 

place at District Meeting in April, in conjunction with 

Statewide Conference. 

  

More details:  Angelo's has reserved a separate 

room for our meeting.  The space will be available 

beginning at 10:30 a.m. for "meet & greet" and 

getting settled for meeting to begin at 11:00.  Full 

menu, offering both breakfast items and lunch 

selections, will be available for individual ordering 

as desired. 

  

Click on link for directions and menu: 

http://restaurants.post-gazette.com/va/newport-

news/41650-angelos-pancake--steak-house/menu/ 
 

 

STATE NEWS 

 

The State board conference-call-meeting was on 

January 4, 2012.  Much of the meeting was focused 

on the April 20-22, AAUW of Virginia conference in 

Newport News: Making Waves.  Things are coming 

together and the conference looks to be 

outstanding.  There will be lots of conference 

information in the upcoming Winter/Spring Vision, 

which should be out some time in February.   

 

For the first ever One Member/One Vote (OM/OV), 

the Vision will also include the Voter Guide, Public 

Policy Priorities, Proposed Bylaws Amendments and 

the candidates for state office.  This is important 

information for this historic Virginia initiative, so, 

when you receive it, please read it AND SAVE IT for 

later use.  Voting will actually occur after the 

conference in April. 

 

For this Winter/Spring issue, everyone will receive the 

Vision in the mail.  The Vision is also posted on 

www.aauw.org .  You can always read it from 

there, or print it to read later.   

 

Did you opt-out of print?  With the summer 2012 

issue, those members who opted to receive the 

Vision online will not receive it through the mail.  

They will receive an email containing a link to click 

and open/read/and or print the Vision online.  That 

email will be sent through an email service called 

MailChimp. AAUW of Virginia Vision will be in the 

subject line. 

 

HAVE YOU… reviewed your information in the AAUW 

Member Services Database (MSD)? 

If you haven‘t reviewed your information in MSD 

recently, put it on your to-do list today.  It‘s easy to 

do: go to http://www.aauw.org/login.cfm and log 

in.  Once logged in, click on my profile to check 

your information and make any changes.  If you 

don‘t have your member number, which is needed, 

you will find it on the address label of the Vision, just 

above your name.  Obtaining your member 

number from national takes only seconds right there 

at the log-in location above.  

Patsy Quick 

AAUW of Virginia 

VP for Communications 

703/360-8678 

http://restaurants.post-gazette.com/va/newport-news/41650-angelos-pancake--steak-house/menu/
http://restaurants.post-gazette.com/va/newport-news/41650-angelos-pancake--steak-house/menu/
http://www.aauw.org/
http://www.aauw.org/login.cfm
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State Conference 

 
The schedule, registration form and hotel 

information is now available on the state website at 

http://www.aauwofva.org/ConNpNws2012.html 

 

Conference Schedule  

 

Friday, April 20 

 

11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Voter Impact Training 

2:00 - 6:30 p.m.  State board meeting and dinner 

4:00 – 8:00 p.m. Registration 

Conference Attendees, Dinner on your own 

7:30 – 9:30p.m.   Dessert reception: Fun with local 

history program      ($18 per person) 

 

Saturday, April 21 

 

Breakfast on your own  ($10 buffet available in 

restaurant) 

7:30 a.m. Walk around the lake led by Sally Sledge 

7:30 – 9:30 a.m. Registration 

9:00 – 11:00 a.m.  Business session 

Welcome:  Pat Woodbury, Newport News City 

Council 

Keynote Speaker: Lisa Maatz, AAUW Director of  

Public Policy & Government Relations 

11:15 a.m. – 12:30p.m.  3 workshops  

(see Registration  Form for information))  

12:30 – 1:45 p.m.   Box lunch (included in 

registration; guests $24) 

2:00 – 3:15 p.m.     3 workshops (repeated) 

3:30-5:30 p.m.       Leisure time (on your own)  

Two tours offered:  

Hampton University Museum 

Mariners‘ Museum 

6:00 – 9:00 p.m.  Cash bar 

7:00-9:30 p.m.  Woman of Achievement 

Award Banquet (included in registration; 

guests $45) 

 

Sunday, April 22 

 

Breakfast on your own ($10 buffet available in 

restaurant) 

7:30 a.m. Walk around the lake led by Sally Sledge 

8:30 – 9:15 a.m.  District Meeting 

9:30 – 11:45 a.m.   Business session 

 Speaker – Laura Puaca,  

former AAUW fellow and CNU professor 

 

Hotel Info: 

Marriott Hotel of City Center at Oyster Point, 

Newport News – check-in 4:00 p.m.  

 

$99 conference rate = @$111.50 including tax. 

Rates may rise after March 28, 2012 

(Advertised rate available until March 15) 

 Call  757/873-9299: specify AAUW convention 

  

Free parking across the street and in attached 

parking garage 

 

 

News and Notes 
 

 

Lisa Maatz Shares “Chick History” 

 

Chick History, a blog dedicated to finding new and 

interesting ways to highlight women‘s contributions 

to history, will this year tell the stories of 52 historical 

women through the voices of contemporary 

women. Listen to AAUW‘s Director of Public Policy 

and Government Relations Lisa Maatz describe 

how Elizabeth Cady Stanton inspired her and 

continues to be one her ―sheroes.‖ 

  

Chick History :http://www.chickhistory.com/ 

  

Lisa Maatz: 

http://herstoryproject.blogspot.com/2012/01/hersto

ry-2-elizabeth-cady-stanton-by.html 

 

Second Tuesday Forum 

 

March 13: ―Ironclad: The Epic Battle, Calamitous 

Loss, and Historic Recovery of the USS Monitor.‖ Paul 

Clancy, Virginian-Pilot 

 
 

 

 

http://www.aauwofva.org/ConNpNws2012.html
http://www.chickhistory.com/
http://herstoryproject.blogspot.com/2012/01/herstory-2-elizabeth-cady-stanton-by.html
http://www.chickhistory.com/
http://herstoryproject.blogspot.com/2012/01/herstory-2-elizabeth-cady-stanton-by.html
http://herstoryproject.blogspot.com/2012/01/herstory-2-elizabeth-cady-stanton-by.html


 

Page 6 

February 2012 
AAUW Portsmouth Branch Newsletter 

Portsmouth Branch AAUW 

January 16 Meeting Minutes 

 
Call to Order.  Co-President Jacque Dessino called the meeting to order at 7:00 in the Churchland branch of the 

Portsmouth Public Library and asked Program Chair Sue Burton to introduce the evening‘s guest. 

 

Program. Researchers have shown for years that women were under-represented in the engineering profession; even 

though somewhat more women have attempted to gain engineering degrees, they often did not succeed.  Sally Daniel, 

from the Women in Technology program at Tidewater Community College, presented an introduction to the course she 

established to tackle one of the probable reasons.  Using funds from AAUW‘s CAP project, (a successful grant application 

that had been facilitated by the Portsmouth branch) Sally created a one-hour course, offered over the noon hour activity 

period during the fall semester of 2011 on the Virginia Beach campus, to help students deficient in spatial cognition.  (She 

circulated a quiz to help branch members assess their own spatial intelligence and understand what it is.)  Because women 

usually are more deficient than men, they are often prevented from succeeding in even the entry level engineering 

courses. In fact, along with 12 women, 9 men who also showed the deficiency completed the course.  Research results 

showed that participation raised students‘ confidence that they could become engineers and improved their spatial 

cognition to a statistically significant degree.  Course-completers also received higher grades in EGR 110, with the women 

achieving the highest grades, also at a statistically significant level.  While the AAUW funding has expired, the college was 

so pleased with the results that they dedicated Perkins grant funds to continuing it in the future, beginning with the current 

semester.  Sally thanked the branch for helping to launch the successful project. 

 

Approval of Minutes.  The minutes of the November meeting were approved as printed in the January newsletter. 

 

Officers‘ Reports. 

 

 Treasurer Amy Moore notified Jacque that the balance on hand continues to be $1,539.91 as no activity transpired 

since the last report.  

 Program chair Sue Burton referred members to the handbook concerning the February 20 meeting: it will be held in 

the Old Towne Coffee Shop, with dinner at 6:00 and the program at 7:00.  Michelle Jones and Melissa Amazeen will 

talk about developing a community plan to allow aging family members to remain in the community. 

 Hospitality chair Carole Gregg thanked the hostesses, Kathy Batkin, Joyce Saveika, and Martha Dewing for the 

evening‘s refreshments. 

 Membership V-P Evelyn Thomson asked members to introduce their guests, and Kathy Batkin introduced Marilyn 

Williford. 

  Public Policy chair Nancy Jones spoke about the voter registration workshop to be held from 11:00-4:00 on April 20 

in conjunction with the Annual Conference.  She invited all members to attend and indicated that she and Barbara 

Smith, who will definitely attend, will be preparing by participating in several conference calls, the first taking place 

tomorrow and facilitated by Seth Chase of the national office. 

 Community Service chair Barbara Smith thanked members for bringing food for Oasis.  She reminded those present 

to contribute to the change jar, which contained $62.57 before the meeting, and to bring their Farm Fresh receipts 

for donating to the Portsmouth Schools Early Childhood Program (at Wilson H. S.). 

 Book Group co-chair Lyla Laning invited members to read Little Bee by Chris Cleve and come to the discussion 

February 13 at Mary Swain‘s home. 

 Portsmouth Naval Shipyard Museum chair Margie Alberti thanked Margaret Gupta for her help and noted that 

Nancy was the next scheduled volunteer. 

 Newsletter editor Jacque reports that she may have an apprentice. 

 

Old Business 

 Annual Conference.  Local arrangement co-chairs Kathy Batkin and Sherry Warren asked for volunteers to help 

Mary make table decorations for the banquet.  Barb, Lyla and Wanda said they would assist.  Barb moved and Sue 

seconded the motion to honor Kathy and Sherry in a half-page ad in the program.  It passed unanimously. 

 

 

New Business 

 The AAUW art contest, which provides images for the organization note cards, is currently open.  If you want to 

contribute art work or photos, go to the website. 

 Jacque is working to get the NCWSSL process moving to secure the early registration and group discounts. 

 The national website will now feature scholarships managed from branch locations.  We will see that our TCC 

scholarship is listed in hopes of reaching a wider audience. 

 

Barbara Johnson, Recording Secretary 
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AAUW Portsmouth Branch 

Treasurer‟s Report – February 6, 2012 

 

Balance brought forward January 16, 2012           $1539.91 

 

Deposits                                0.00 

 

Disbursements                        $50.00 

Alzeheimer‘s Association Southeastern Virginia Chapter         $25.00  

Union United Church of Christ – Freedom School          $25.00  

 

Balance on Hand February 6, 2012            $1489.91 

 

 

 AAUW of Virginia Spring Conference 
April 20-22, 2012 

Marriott Hotel of City Center at Oyster Point, Newport News 
757/873-9299 

 
Name ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Street Address_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City_______________________________________________________State___________Zip_________ 

 

Phone__________________________________Email__________________________________________ 

 

Past state president? ____________ Board Position? _______________________________________ 

 

Special designation: ____Branch president ____First timer ____Student affiliate 

 

Registration fee received by March 15 - $95; after March 15 - $105 $________________ 

(includes Saturday box lunch and evening banquet) 

Friday night dessert reception & The Victorian Exercise Lady - $18   $________________ 

 

Guest meals Sat. box lunch - $24 Sat. evening banquet - $45           $________________ 

 

Name(s)______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Saturday afternoon tours: 3:30-5:00 p.m. Choose one (optional): 

Hampton University Museum guided tour, transportation provided - $10        $________________ 

Mariner‘s Museum guided tour, easy drive/no transportation provided - $10 $________________ 

 

Make check to Hampton AAUW/Conference TOTAL check amount               $________________ 

(no refunds after April 1) 

Mail registration and check to: 

Mrs. Wilma S. Robinson, 1134 Cambridge Crescent, Norfolk, VA 23508-1222 

Two Saturday meals are included in registration – indicate choice: 

Boxed lunch: ___vegetarian on olive bread ___roast beef ciabatta ___club croissant 

Evening banquet: ___vegetarian selection ___cashew crusted mahi ___herb roasted chicken 

Saturday Workshops (Select one under each time) 

11:15-12:30       2:00-3:15 

___Making Waves with Social Media    ___Making Waves with Social Media 

___Sink or Swim – Getting & Keeping Members  ___Sink or Swim – Getting & Keeping Members 

___Getting the Vote Out     ___Getting the Vote Out 


