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Advancing equity for women and girls through advocacy, education,  philanthropy, and research 

 
February Meeting 

 

Date: February 18, 2013 
 

6:00 pm Dinner     7:00 pm Program 
 

Place:  Olde Towne Coffee House 

Location:  600 Crawford St., Portsmouth 

             Program:   

A Closer Look, Bullying Awareness  

and Prevention  
(*See Details on Page 2) 

Please bring change for the Change Jar 

 

Upcoming Meetings 

Save the Date 

February 11 Book Group Mary Swain 

February 18 Branch Meeting Olde Towne Coffee House 

February 23 District Meeting Hampton University 

March 19 Branch Meeting Olde Towne Coffee House 

April 13 State Conf. Richmond 

 

AAUW on the Web 

 
Stay up-to-date on everything AAUW 

www.aauw.org 

www.aauwofva.org 

Branch Officers & Board 

Co-Presidents 

Jacque Dessino 

630-9276 

jdessino@tcc.edu 

 

Mary Swain 

405-9514 

rmswain@cox.net 

 

Program Vice President 

Sue Burton 

397-5363 

shbmizzou69@verizon.net 

 

 

Membership Vice President 

Marie Callo 

484-7712 

amcallo@cox.net 

 

Mary Ruth Clowdsley 

484-8546 

sgrantgroup@cs.com 

 

Treasurer 

Amy Moore 

484-4044 

amoore44@cox.net 

 

Recording Secretary 

Barbara Johnson 

483-0744 

barbarajohnson40@verizon.net 

 

Corresponding Secretary 

Wanda Russo 

488-6448 

wandaandsnooky@ 

yahoo.com 

 

Public Policy 

Nancy Jones 

484-6181 

Nhjones1@cox.net 

 

 

 

Branch Officers & Board 

AAUW Funds 

Sherry Warren 

399-5716 

varrtl@aol.com 

 

Book Group 

Nancy Jones 

484-6181 

Nhjones1@cox.net 

 

Wanda Russo 

488-6448 

wandaandsnooky@yahoo.com 

 

 

Bylaws – Historian 

Wanda Russo 

488-6448 

wandaandsnooky@yahoo.com 

 

Community Service Co-chairs 

Barbara Smith 

237-3655 

bjstroll@cox.net 

 

Kathy Batkin 

484-7449 

kbatkin@verizon.net 

 

Communication 

Evelyn Thompson 

488-7285 

msevelyn@verizon.net 

 

Newsletter 

Phyllis Shannon 

483-1924 

phyllis.shannon@christopher-

academy.org 

 

PNSY Museum 

Margie Alberti 

399-8356 

 

Hospitality 

Carole Gregg 

484-2525 

 

Margaret Gupta 

483-4713 

mgupt@umich.edu 

 

 

 

http://www.aauw.org/
http://www.aauwofva.org/
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mailto:rmswain@cox.net
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Membership 

Every member is on the membership 

‘committee.’ Bring a guest to the meeting and 

share information about AAUW. Carry a 

membership brochure with you; you never 

know when you might meet a prospective 

member!  

 
Check Us Out: 

FACEBOOK:  

http://www.facebook.com/aauwpova  

 
BRANCH WEB PAGE:  http://portsmouth-

va.aauw.net/.  
 
 

 

 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard Museum 

 

Our branch provides a docent for the Naval 

Shipyard Museum on the third Sunday each 

month from 2-5 pm.  Sign up at the meeting or 

call Margie Alberti at 399-8356 to volunteer.   

Change for the Jar:  

The change will be donated to the TCC 

Portsmouth Campus Women's Center. The 

center does much to support women students 

of all ages in their quest for higher education. 

Sometimes a student just needs help with bus 

fare, a textbook, or childcare expenses; the 

center can use cash-on-hand to help out in 

emergencies like these. Thank you for your 

support. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you plan to join us for dinner, please send Sue Burton your dinner choices. Email or call Sue Burton at 
shbmizzou69@verizon.net or 757-397-5363 (leave a message) with your meal and drink choice. 
Meal Choices:  

Greek Pesto Chicken sandwich (provolone cheese on warm flatbread) 
  Veggie Wrap 
  Chicken Burritos (filled with Spanish Rice and Black Beans in melted cheddar Cheese, Organic Lettuce, 
Tomatoes, Fresh Avocado with a hint of cilantro and Vidalia Onions, Wrapped in our unique Tomato Basil Tortilla), 
Note:  If Justin gets another shipment of good Boars Head beef, he may use that instead of chicken.   

Please order your drink in advance, too.  Drink Choices: Coke, Diet Coke, Sprite, A&W Root Beer, Sweet Tea, 
Unsweetened Tea , Orange Juice. Everyone gets chocolate chip cookies for dessert. 

Everything, with tax included, is $11.50 per person. Justin apologized profusely for the price mixup at the last meeting 
and will refund the extra dollar that was charged to anyone who requests a refund.  Please remember that are dinner 
price includes tax, tip, heat, lighting, and use of the projector and screen.  We are not paying for use of the space.   
Questions--call Sue at 641-2145. 

A Closer Look, Bullying Awareness and Prevention  
 Monday, February 18, 2013 

Olde Towne Coffee Shop 

600 Crawford St, Portsmouth 

Dinner @ 6 pm; Program @ 7 pm 

 

Our program will include viewing part of a DVD program produced, directed & starring 

students of the PPS Instructional Video class.  The title is A Closer Look, Bullying Awareness 

and Prevention and includes 2 students: Shayla Cherry who introduces the topic 

and Derrick Harris, who conducts an interview with Dr. Sarah Sugar, Coordinator for Youth 

Risk Prevention Services and Dr. V. Joan Bryan of the U. of Colorado Boulder. We will find 

out what the school system is doing and how. 

  

 

http://www.facebook.com/aauwpova
http://portsmouth-va.aauw.net/
http://portsmouth-va.aauw.net/
mailto:shbmizzou69@verizon.net
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Message from State President: 
 
I am delighted to begin 2013 with an exciting 
announcement: AAUW will be unveiling a new logo 
and a new website in February! 
  
Over the past few years, AAUW has undergone 
many changes to ensure our continued strength, 
growth, and nationwide leadership on behalf of 
women and girls. The new logo, developed 
cooperatively by a board working group and the 
national staff, introduces a bold, bright look that 
complements our reinvigorated branch activities 
and expanding international efforts, and it works 
well with our lively publications, robust social media 
presence, and soon-to-be-updated website. 
  
The new website will enhance our thriving online 
community, offering members and supporters a 
variety of new and improved tools to engage with 
each other and our issues. We will launch both the 
new logo and the website on February 20. They will 
also be featured in the February 21 issue 
of Mission & Action, which is e-mailed to all 
members who have given us their e-mail address. 
  
Beginning February 21, members will be able to 
download the new logo from the AAUW website. In 
March, AAUW state and branch officers will be able 
to download customized logos created especially 
for their state or branch. We’ll also provide a variety 
of other tools to help branches and states easily, 
efficiently, and cost-effectively update their own 
materials. And we’ll be making presentations about 
the new logo at state conventions and at the AAUW 
National Convention in New Orleans. 
  
Please stay tuned for more details in the coming 
weeks about these new initiatives. And if you 
haven’t already registered for the convention, make 
sure you do it right away—our best-value rate ends 
February 3. It’s going to be a fabulous event! 
  
In the meantime, if you have any questions, please 
e-mail connect@aauw.org. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Carolyn Garfein 
AAUW President 
 

 
 
 

District Meeting:     
Saturday, February 23 

10:00-11:30 a.m. 
Hampton University Library 

Program: Judy K. Stewart, Co-Founder of 
Virginia STEAM Academy 
  
Virginia STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Applied Mathematics) Academy is a proposed residential 
(boarding) school for approximately 1,000 9th-12th 
graders. The founders hope to establish the school at 
Fort Monroe and open in 2014. 

SUFFRAGE CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 

The weekend of March 1-3 marks the Centennial of 
the suffrage march held in Washington DC, on 
March 3, 1913. There will be a variety of events 
going on around Washington that AAUW branch 
members might like to know about. They are listed 
on this website: suffrage-centennial.org under 
“Events.” This link will take you directly to those 
events:http://suffrage-centennial.org/?page_id=151. 
AAUW is listed prominently here!  

As you will see on the list, on Saturday March 2, 
AAUW, will host two events at the headquarters 
building: 1111 16th Street NW, Washington, D. C.  

 9 am-noon: Panel on Modern Day Activism 
and the Role of Social Media 

 2 pm-4 pm: Author Robert Dooney 
discusses his book Winning the Vote. 

Suzanne Gould will also be available that day from 
9-5 to display some material from AAUW’s archives 
and to talk with visitors about AAUW’s history. 
Tours of the building will be available for AAUW 
members. Several non-D.C. based organizations 
will have information tables set up.  

Everyone is invited! Hope you can come. 

For more information contact: 
Suzanne Gould  
Archivist & Records Manager  
AAUW, 1111 Sixteenth St. NW, Washington, DC 
20036 
202.785.7776 | CFC #11319 | www.aauw.org 
 
 
 
 

http://convention.aauw.org/
http://convention.aauw.org/
mailto:connect@aauw.org
http://suffrage-centennial.org/
http://suffrage-centennial.org/?page_id=151
tel:202.785.7776
http://www.aauw.org/
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More About the Suffrage Centennial: 
Here is more info on the 100-year celebration of the 
woman suffrage parade. 
I hope your branches are collecting dollar bills from 
every member to send in so that AAUW of Virginia 
will be represented on the Wall of Friends. 
  
Collect at a meeting, pass a hat, have a raffle etc., 
or drop a personal check in the mail. 
  
Send your donations to the Turning Point Suffragist 
Memorial Association (TPSM).Remember, our 
goal for AAUW of Virginia is to collect $1,000+ and 
be listed on the wall of “Friends” for supporting 
TPSM. 
Our deadline for contributions will be April 
13th and our grand total will be announced at the 
state conference.  If every member of AAUW 
Virginia contributes just one dollar, we will reach 
our goal! 
Be sure to include your AAUW branch name on the 
check memo line. 
  
Send a check to:  TPSM Association 
                             PO Box 502 
                             Occoquan, VA 22125 
  
Donations can also be made at the 
website:  turningpoint@suffragistmemorial.org 
Again, please be sure to indicate your AAUW 
branch on your donation so we will receive full 
credit for AAUW contributions.  Thank YOU for 
appreciating the sacrifice of the suffragists that 
gave so much for our rights as women. 

  
Patsy Quick, AAUW of Virginia 
Vice President for Communications 
 
AAUW Election Update 

Are you eager to play an active role in AAUW’s 

future? Applications for appointment to the 

AAUW Board of Directors are due March 1, 

2013. You can also find out who’s running for 

elected office and what issues are on the 

ballot by visiting the One Member, One 

Vote website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Norfolk Branch AAUW Meeting: 

  

Tuesday, FEBRUARY 12, 2013 

 

OLD DOMINION UNIVERSITY LIBRARY (Note 

change of location!!) 

7 p.m. 

Guest Speaker: Sonia Yaco, Special Collections 

Librarian and University Archivist 

Patricia W. And J. Douglas Perry Library 

4427 Hampton Boulevard, Norfolk, VA 23529 

 

Topic: DOVE TRAVELING EXHIBIT 

 

 The February meeting will be held Tuesday, 

February 12, 2013, from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Old 

Dominion University’s Perry Library.  The topic 

will be the Desegregation of Virginia Education 

(DOVE) Project’s traveling exhibit, “School 

Desegregation: Learn, Preserve and 

Empower.”  We will meet at the exhibit, in the 

Learning Commons on the first floor of Perry 

Library.  Sonia Yaco will talk about the exhibit 

and show a film, “Locked Out: The Fall of 

Massive Resistance.”  Refreshments will be 

provided in the Perry Art Gallery by Cee Cee 

Tucker and the Old Dominion University Office 

of Community Relations.   

 Parking will be provided in Parking Garage 

B, which is on 43rd Street, adjacent to the 

library.  Please park on Level 4 (the roof) of the 

43rd Street Garage.  An elevator is located in 

the northeast corner of the garage.  The 

parking enforcement officers will suspend 

ticketing vehicles on the garage roof for the 

lack of a parking permit beginning at 6 p.m.  

Please refrain from parking in any space 

marked “reserved” as doing so could result in 

the towing of your vehicle.   

 

 

 

 

mailto:turningpoint@suffragistmemorial.org
http://listsrv.aauw.org/t/73743/2389049/1341/78/
http://listsrv.aauw.org/t/73743/2389049/455/79/
http://listsrv.aauw.org/t/73743/2389049/455/79/
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AAUW-Supported Documentary The Invisible 

War Nominated for Oscar 

The Invisible War, an AAUW-supported 

documentary on sexual assault in the 

military, received an Oscar nomination for best 

documentary feature. AAUW hosted a private 

screening of the movie in April 2012 and 

collaborated with the filmmakers to arrange 

screenings for our 1,000 branches nationwide. 

AAUW has a special connection to The Invisible 

War: The plaintiffs from two of the lawsuits that 

AAUW supports through our Legal Advocacy 

Fund case-support program, Cioca v. 

Rumsfeld and Klay v. Panetta, are featured in 

the film. The Academy Awards ceremony will 

air on Sunday, February 24. 

Advocates of UN Women's Rights Treaty Renew 

Ratification Efforts for 113th Congress 

Advocates for the UN Convention on the 

Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 

Against Women (CEDAW) delivered petitions 

and a letter signed by more than 100 

organizations to each Senate office to build 

momentum for ratification of the treaty in the 

113th Congress. CEDAW is the only 

international legal instrument that 

comprehensively addresses women’s rights 

within political, cultural, economic, and social 

spheres at the local, national, and 

international levels. The United States has been 

a signatory to CEDAW for over 30 years, but 

has yet to ratify the treaty. Ratification requires 

67 votes in the Senate. 

 

AAUW has endorsed the ratification of CEDAW 

since 1981, and urges the Senate to take 

action to ratify this important treaty. 

  

Sign the White House Petition for the Equal 

Rights Amendment 

Advocates for the Equal Rights 

Amendment have submitted a "We the 

People" petition to the White House to 

encourage the Obama administration to 

support efforts to ratify the Equal Rights 

Amendment. The Equal Rights Amendment 

holds that “equality of rights under the law shall 

not be denied or abridged by the United 

States or by any state on account of sex.” The 

amendment was passed in 1972, but fell three 

states short of the 38 states that needed to 

ratify it to go into effect. 

 

AAUW is committed to passage and 

ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment. 

Let’s reach our goal of 25,000 petition 

signatures: Be sure to sign the 

petition before February 10th and encourage 

others to sign it as well! 

 

Sign Petition Supporting The Invisible War 

Please consider signing and sharing 

this petition which asks the Department of 

Defense to make it a requirement that the 

Oscar-nominated documentary The Invisible 

War become a part of the training and 

education programs for all service 

members. The Invisible War documents sexual 

assault in the military. AAUW hosted a private 

screening of the movie in April 2012 and 

collaborated with the filmmakers to arrange 

screenings for our 1,000 branches nationwide. 

AAUW also has a special connection to The 

Invisible War: The plaintiffs from two of the 

lawsuits that AAUW supports through our Legal 

Advocacy Fund case-support program, Cioca 

v. Rumsfeld and Klay v. Panetta, are featured 

in the film. 

 
  

New Report Confirms Women’s Economic Well-

Being Lags behind Men's 

According to a new report released by Legal 

Momentum, women still lag behind men in 

economic well-being. Although today women 

surpass men in educational attainment, men 

ages 21-30 are better off than women of the 

same age group based on eight measures of 

economic well-being, such as salary and 

employment rates.  

 

These findings support the conclusions of 

AAUW's research on the pay gap; most 

recently, AAUW researchers found 

in Graduating to a Pay Gap that women 

working full time one year out of college 

earned an average of 82 cents for every dollar 

paid to their male peers.  

 

http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/NOYGSNAGFH/MJTOSNAHWC/9123334186
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/NOYGSNAGFH/MJTOSNAHWC/9123334186
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/NOYGSNAGFH/HWMYSNAHWD/9123334186
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/NOYGSNAGFH/MMYSSNAHWE/9123334186
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/NOYGSNAGFH/MMYSSNAHWE/9123334186
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/NOYGSNAGFH/LGKXSNAHWF/9123334186
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/NOYGSNAGFH/HBTXSNAHWT/9123334186
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/HIEISNZOIE/DJVDSNZRPZ/9157251366
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/HIEISNZOIE/DJVDSNZRPZ/9157251366
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/HIEISNZOIE/HTPQSNZRQA/9157251366
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/HIEISNZOIE/HTPQSNZRQA/9157251366
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/HIEISNZOIE/CCZGSNZRQB/9157251366
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/HIEISNZOIE/ARNJSNZRQC/9157251366
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/HIEISNZOIE/ARNJSNZRQC/9157251366
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/HIEISNZOIE/IJAISNZRQD/9157251366
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/HIEISNZOIE/GALPSNZRQE/9157251366
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/HIEISNZOIE/GALPSNZRQE/9157251366
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/HIEISNZOIE/CODTSNZRQF/9157251366
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/HIEISNZOIE/CODTSNZRQF/9157251366
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/OFXMSOVJTT/JMNZSOVMGR/9190954126
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/OFXMSOVJTT/MHIDSOVMGS/9190954126


 

Page 6 

Februrary2013 
AAUW Portsmouth Branch Newsletter 

 
AAUW Portsmouth Branch Meeting Minutes 

January 21, 2013 

 

Call to Order.  Co-president Jacque Dessino called the meeting to order at 7:00 at the Olde 

Towne Coffee House after an hour of dinner and socializing.  She asked Program V-P Sue 

Burton to introduce the evening’s speaker. 

 

Program.  Sue introduced speaker Mary Bloom, a U.S. Navy veteran and full-time ODU 

student completing a bachelor’s degree in human services with a minor in women’s studies.  

Ms. Bloom participated in the 2012 Truth and Justice Summit on military sexual violence last 

May. A member of SWAN (Service Women’s Action Network), Ms. Bloom presented the 

statistics highlighted in the film “The Invisible War” which show the huge discrepancy 

between the probable number of military women raped and the few prosecutions of 

perpetrators. Of all branches of the service, only the Navy discharges members convicted of 

rape. She described feeling empowered as she visited the offices of local members of 

Congress to lobby for increased attention to the needs of military women regarding how 

issues of assault are handled from the first report to prosecution.  As a result of the efforts of 

Ms. Bloom and the 100 women who lobbied, the National Defense Authorization Act added 

thirteen additional provisions and one amendment and drew wide media attention.  Many 

barriers still remain that prevent military women from getting a just outcome after rape, and 

they are further denied time to recover and have higher rates of homelessness and suicide 

as a result.  Ms. Bloom credited her ODU women’s studies instructor, Lee Ellen Knight, who 

accompanied her, with helping her speak out about the issues and invited branch members 

to go to the servicewomen.org website for more information about how to help. 

 

Jacque pointed out that TCC has recently acquired the film “The Invisible War.”  AAUW has 

been using its funds to promote this cause in the courts. 

 

Approval of Minutes.  The minutes were approved as printed in the newsletter. 

 

Treasurer’s Report.  Mary Swain reported for Amy Moore that disbursement of $27 drew down 

the balance on hand from $1187.22 to $1160.22. 

 

Board Member Reports. 

Program.  Sue reported that next month’s program on bullying in the Portsmouth Public 

Schools will feature a film made by I. C. Norcom H. S. students.  The March program will 

focus on issues germane to the shrinking and aging Portsmouth branch; Mary and 

Jacque asked members to begin thinking of ways to build membership and funds.  

April is the district meeting and May is the picnic. 

Membership.  Co-chairs Marie Callo and Mary Ruth Clowdsley are resigning. 

Corresponding Secretary.  Wanda Russo sent a get-well note to Zelma Rivin following 

her surgery. 

Scrapbook.  Wanda thanked Mary for contributing the TCC Women’s Center 

newsletter article about the NCCWSL students we helped sponsor.  Sue reported she is 
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cataloging old newsletters and minutes of meetings for the history room of the 

Portsmouth Public Library and invited contributions from members. 

Communications.  Evelyn again got notice of our meeting in the Virginian-Pilot 

Currents calendar, but has not yet succeeded in getting it into Your Corner that covers 

Churchland and Western Branch. 

Newsletter.  Phyllis Shannon was lauded for the excellent job she is doing getting the 

publication out well in advance of meetings; she related her problems with getting the 

newsletter to everybody’s e-mail addresses. 

Community Service.  Kathy Batkin thanked members for their contributions to the 

change jar.  We have accumulated $35 to $40 now. 

Shipyard Museum.  Don’t forget the anniversary event Wednesday mid-day.  

Hospitality.  Carole Gregg thanked Kay Gravatt and Evelyn Thomson for serving as 

greeters this evening. 

Public Policy.  Nancy Jones apologized that the state’s system for contacting 

legislators was not ready for the opening of the General Assembly session.  She 

reminded members that we can continue to contact our representatives through e-

mail.  Nancy then distributed a comprehensive worksheet concerning the Affordable 

Healthcare Act, a priority policy issue of AAUW.  In it she described the elements AHA 

contains, how it will change Medicaid, and what it means for Virginians—especially 

the working poor.  The concluding section described how we as citizens and AAUW 

members could promote the adoption of the AHA for the greatest number of the 

state’s population. 

 

New Business.   

Named Grants.  Because our Funds contributions exceeded $1,000, we are entitled to 

two named grants, to be determined at the February Board meeting. 

Nominating Committee.  Jacque asked for volunteers to find members for the positions 

of Recording Secretary, Program V-P, and for a one-year Membership chair.  Barb 

Johnson and Kathy Batkin agreed to serve and Joyce Saveika added she would help 

if needed. 

 

 

Barbara Johnson, Recording secretary 

 

 


