
                                                                                                       

 

 

 

 

 
November Meeting 

 

Date:         January 20, 2014 

Time:          7:00 p.m. 

Place:        Portsmouth Women’s Club 

Program:   Sally Daniels, TCC 

(See more details on Page 2)             

 

 

Upcoming Meetings 

Save the Date 

January 20 Branch Meeting Portsmouth Women’s Club 

February 5 State Lobby Day Richmond 

February 10 Book Group Mary Ruth Clowdsley 

February 22 District Meeting Norfolk YMCA 

March 10 Book Group Jean Hilton 

 

AAUW on the Web 

 
Stay up-to-date on everything AAUW 

www.aauw.org 

http://aauw-va.net 

Branch Officers  & Board 

President 

Jacque Dessino 

630-9276 

jdessino@mmdva.com 

 

 

Program Vice President 

Joyce Saveika 

484-2294 

joyce.teachu2read@cox.net 

 

 

Membership Vice President 

Barbara Johnson 

483-0744 

barbarajohnson40@verizon.net 

 

 

Treasurer 

Amy Moore 

484-4044 

amoore44@cox.net 

 

Recording Secretary 

Marilyn Williford 

marilynwilliford@gmail.com 

 

Corresponding Secretary 

Wanda Russo 

488-6448 

wandaandsnooky@ 

yahoo.com 

 

Public Policy 

Nancy Jones 

484-6181 

nhjones1@cox.net 

 

 

 

Branch Officers & Board 

AAUW Funds 

(vacant) 

 

Book Group 

Nancy Jones 

484-6181 

Nhjones1@cox.net 

 

Wanda Russo 

488-6448 

wandaandsnooky@yahoo.com 

 

 

Bylaws – Scrapbook 

Wanda Russo 

488-6448 

wandaandsnooky@yahoo.com 

 

Community Service  

Kathy Batkin 

484-7449 

kbatkin@verizon.net 

 

Communication 

(vacant) 

 

Newsletter 

Phyllis Shannon 

483-1924 

phyllis.shannon@christopher-

academy.org 

 

PNSY Museum 

Margie Alberti 

399-8356 

 

Hospitality 

Margaret Gupta 

483-4713 

mgupt@umich.edu 

 

 

 

Empowering Women Since 1881 
 

American Association of University Women, Portsmouth Branch 

January 2014 Newsletter 
Advancing equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research. 

 

http://www.aauw.org/
http://aauw-va.net/
mailto:shbmizzou69@verizon.net
mailto:barbarajohnson40@verizon.net
mailto:marilynwilliford@gmail.com
mailto:nhjones1@cox.net
mailto:Nhjones1@cox.net
mailto:kbatkin@verizon.net
mailto:phyllis.shannon@christopher-academy.org
mailto:phyllis.shannon@christopher-academy.org
mailto:mgupt@umich.edu
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Membership 

Every member is on the membership 

‘committee.’ Bring a guest to the meeting and 

share information about AAUW. Carry a 

membership brochure with you; you never 

know when you might meet a prospective 

member!  

 
Check Us Out: 

FACEBOOK:  

http://www.facebook.com/aauwpova  

 
BRANCH WEB PAGE:  http://portsmouth-

va.aauw.net/.  
 

STATE WEB PAGE: http://aauw-va.aauw.net/ 

 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard Museum 

Our branch provides a docent for the Naval 

Shipyard Museum on the third Sunday each 

month from 2-5 pm.  Sign up at the meeting or 

call Margie Alberti at 399-8356 to volunteer.   
 

Member Services Database 

Please make certain that your information is 

correct in the AAUW Member Services 

Database (MSD).  Details on how to do this are 

on page 4 of this newsletter. 
 

Member Update 
Ellen Bovee is home recuperating from surgery. 
She would enjoy a card or a phone call: 484-8668. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Women’s Programs at TCC 
Monday, January 20, 2014 

Portsmouth Women’s Club 

304 Sycamore Road 

   7 p.m. 
 

PROGRAM: 

Sally Daniels of TCC will bring us update us on the work of the Women’s Center 

and resources for women at Tidewater Community College. 

DIRECTIONS: 

Travelling from downtown Portsmouth: 

 Pass Maryview Hospital 

 Turn right on Hartford Street 

 Turn left on Sycamore Road 

 Women’s Club is on the left 

Travelling from Churchland: 

 Turn left on Hartford Street 

 Turn left on Sycamore Road 

 Women’s Club is on the left 

 

  

. 

http://www.facebook.com/aauwpova
http://portsmouth-va.aauw.net/
http://portsmouth-va.aauw.net/
http://aauw-va.aauw.net/
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SOUTHEAST DISTRICT MEETING:  
 

Saturday, February 22, 2014,     10:30 am 

YWCA    5215 Colley Ave., Norfolk 

 

Speakers:    

 Anita Aymer, AAUW of Virginia 

Program VP -  April 2014 AAUW of 

Virginia Conference at Smith Mountain 

Lake 

 Jill Bieri, Chesapeake Experience in 

Yorktown - recipient of an AAUW new 

program grant 

 

Format:  We'll gather at 10:30 and have the 

program first.  Then we'll network over a simple 

salad lunch, which works like this:  Salad 

greens and drinks will be provided. Attendees 

from other branches will be asked to bring any 

type of additions to the greens and/or salad 

dressing.  Kathy Batkin, our district rep, is asking 

that the Portsmouth branch help provide the 

salad greens and bread instead of the 

additions.  If you plan to attend, please let her 

know so that she can give you an item to 

bring - kbatkin@verizon.net   or  484-

7449.  There is no cost for the meeting except 

what you bring with you. 

 

From AAUW Action Network: Last month 

Congress left town without finishing the job of 

extending emergency unemployment 

benefits for the long-term unemployed. 

Because of Congress’s failure to act, 1.3 

million out-of-work Americans lost their 

unemployment insurance on December 28, 

and every week an additional 72,000 will lose 

their benefits. Happy New Year indeed. 

 

Tell this “Do-Nothing” Congress to get back to 

work and restore the unemployment 

insurance lifeline for Americans trying to find 

work in this difficult economy. Unemployment 

insurance helps struggling families stay out of 

poverty.  

Tell your elected officials to restore 

emergency unemployment insurance benefits 

now -- before giving themselves another 

holiday while unemployed Americans suffer.  

 

. 

 

Tell this “Do-Nothing” Congress to restore the 

unemployment insurance lifeline for Americans 

trying to find work in this difficult economy. 

 

Why Membership Matters 

Just a word of congratulations to the three or 

so members of our branch who are always 

looking for new members among their new 

neighbors, church members, and interest 

groups.  As we have learned, it never hurts to 

invite.  We may be turned down, but a small 

rejection should be balanced against the 

good we do when we attract a new member.  

Fortunately, as a result of the committed 

search and willingness to invite of a few 

members, we’ve maintained our branch 

numbers.  But what would happen if we 

didn’t?  Why is membership important?  (I’m 

about to remind you of some things you 

already know, but which we sometimes forget 

in the bustle of daily activity.) 

 AAUW in Portsmouth sponsors public 

service programs every year that 

inform the citizenry and create 

opportunities to provide support for 

worthwhile endeavors in the local 

community. 

 AAUW lobbies on behalf of important 

national issues and, as a result stirs 

activity on matters of enormous 

importance to women who often 

cannot lobby on their own behalf.  As 

a recent example, note the 

importance of our work to call 

attention to sexual assault in the 

military. 

 AAUW raises funds to sponsor 

programs on issues few other 

organizations address.  No 

organization has brought more positive 

attention to the national and state pay 

gap between women and men.  It is 

AAUW’s program SmartStart that 

moves forward with training to help 

newly graduating women learn how to 

negotiate for that first, all-important 

salary. 

These reminders are not news, but they 

reinforce our idea that there is strength in 

numbers.  We all have the right to vote today 

because our foremothers rounded up their 

friends for action.  We can do no less. 

 

 
 

 

mailto:kbatkin@verizon.net
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=0iqNZHTHmkpz6yU1zMx2ZmIntEryykFv
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=0iqNZHTHmkpz6yU1zMx2ZmIntEryykFv
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=0iqNZHTHmkpz6yU1zMx2ZmIntEryykFv
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=TUhIFQg4QkoYjzWibovx7mIntEryykFv
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=TUhIFQg4QkoYjzWibovx7mIntEryykFv
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=TUhIFQg4QkoYjzWibovx7mIntEryykFv
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STATE LOBBY DAY IS AROUND THE CORNER 
 

The Virginia General Assembly will be in Regular Session from January 8-March 8, 2014. On Wednesday, 

February 5, 2014, AAUW of Virginia branches will be joining with the League of Women Voters (LWV), NOW, and 

Women Matter (dedicated to the ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment) for a joint State Lobby Day in 

Richmond. In addition to lobbying our lawmakers about some of the bills introduced in the General Assembly, 

we will also be dropping off our Equal Pay Petitions (see the article on Page 3). Keep those signatures coming!!  

 

All of the Lobby Day details have not been finalized, but a general overview is provided below for planning 

purposes.  

 

Night before Lobby Day: Several members from the AAUW Greater Richmond Branch will graciously be opening 

their homes to members participating in Lobby Day who want to arrive on February 4th and spend the night. 

Any member who would like to spend the night of February 4th in Richmond needs to email Kathy Kelley, 

Public Policy Chair of the Greater Richmond Branch, at bookie002@yahoo.com  by January 15, 2014.  

 

Lobby Day Overview:  

8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. LWV Women's Legislative Roundtable (General Assembly Building, 3rd  

Floor, West Conference Room)  

 

9:30 a.m. - 9:45 a.m. AAUW of VA briefing to our members  

 

9:45 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. Lobby our senators & delegates in their offices  

 

11:30 a.m. - 11:50 a.m. Walk across to the Capitol Building and get in line outside the House and  

Senate Galleries. Snap a group picture on the way.  

 

Noon Wait for our group to be acknowledged on the House and Senate Floors  

 

12:30 p.m. Walk to The Tobacco Company for lunch  

 

Because we will be preparing packets of information for members to drop off at lawmakers’ offices, please let 

Leslie Tourigny know at itsles@cox.net or 757 410-4812 by January 23, 2014, if you will be participating.  

 

In the meantime, you can find out who your lawmakers are in Richmond, as well as track the status of 

legislation, by going to www.richmondsunlight.com.  

Leslie Tourigny, AAUW of Virginia Public Policy VP 

 

Community Service Project:   
 

The winter months are often sparse ones at OASIS, so at the January meeting, we'll be collecting 

food to be delivered to that very worthwhile organization.  You probably know what they're most in 

need of, but if not, here's a list of suggested items:   

 dry foods such as pasta, mac & cheese, Hamburger Helper 

 soup 

 cereals 

 canned vegetables and fruit 

 peanut butter, jelly 

 pudding & jello mixes 

 canned meats such as tuna, chicken, or Spam 

. 
 

mailto:bookie002@yahoo.com
mailto:itsles@cox.net
http://www.richmondsunlight.com/
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AAUW of Virginia 2014 Voting and Elections Announcement: 

Paper Ballots vs. Online Voting 
 
It is already time to begin thinking about AAUW of Virginia’s annual one-member-one-vote election, which will 

take place between April 29 and May 29.  Because paper ballots raise the cost considerably, all members are 

encouraged to vote online.  Last year 787 paper ballots were mailed to members at a cost of $811.73, over 40% 

of the total cost.  Only 98 of these ballots were cast.  On the recommendation of the Voting and Elections 

committee, the Board voted for an opt-in rather than an opt-out process for receiving a paper ballot. 

 

Branches can encourage online voting by bringing laptops or tablets to the May branch meeting to allow 

members to vote there.  Those who will need a paper ballot can request one between January 22 and April 6 

by calling Mary K Johnson at 703 913 9490, emailing her at johnsons7703@verizon.net, or writing to her at 7703 

Griffin Pond Court, Springfield, VA 22153.  She will need each member’s AAUW ID number, branch, and 

address.   

 

All members who have joined by March 31, 2014, are eligible to vote.  The quorum for the election is 7% of all 

members of AAUW of Virginia.  For more details, see the winter/spring edition of the Vision. 

 

                  AAUW of Virginia 

                                                                                    Voting and Elections Committee 

                                                                                     December 2013 

 

 

AAUW Continues to Fight for Pay Equity 
 

For more than 100 years, AAUW has been fighting for pay equity. Even with the Equal Pay Act of 1963 and the 

Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009, women in Virginia are still making an average of 79 cents to every dollar 

earned by men. After controlling for factors known to affect earnings such as occupation, college major, and 

hours worked, a seven percent pay gap persists between male and female college graduates just one year 

after graduation. It's time for Virginia lawmakers to take action and support legislation protecting women who 

share salary information in an effort to learn more about the gender wage gap. 

 

Sign the AAUW of Virginia petition asking our lawmakers  

to enact legislation protecting workers who share salary information: 

http://bit.ly/1cneQcQ 
 

With a record number of women in the workforce and two-thirds of women functioning as primary or co-

breadwinners for their families, equal pay for women is critical to families’ economic security. The reality is that 

few women actually know if they are being paid unfairly, and unfortunately, they don’t feel safe asking for fear 

of retribution by their bosses, and some even risk being fired. 

 

Women in Virginia are working hard to provide for their families. Our state's elected officials should be working 

hard for our families, too, by supporting legislation that would ensure Virginia women can bring home the pay 

they have rightfully earned. 

 

Join AAUW of Virginia in supporting women who want to learn the truth about their pay inequity: Sign our 

petition today at http://bit.ly/1cneQcQ! 

 

mailto:johnsons7703@verizon.net
http://bit.ly/1cneQcQ
http://bit.ly/1cneQcQ
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Portsmouth Branch AAUW  

November 18, 2013Meeting 

 

The Portsmouth Branch AAUW met at Trinity Church in downtown Portsmouth.  The program was presented by 

Tom Burdett, a lobbyist for Bon Secours Health Systems, who provided members with information about why 

health care reform is necessary and how the Affordable Care Act will benefit many U.S. citizens. 

 

After the program, the business meeting was called to order at 8:05 pm by president Jacque Dessino.  In the 

absence of secretary Marilyn Williford, Kathy Batkin took minutes.  There were no minutes of the September 

branch meeting.  Margaret Gupta introduced a guest, Judy Thompson. 

  

Treasurer Amy Moore reported that there is a balance of $1,483.02 in the treasury.  She received a thank-you 

note from the TCC Women’s Center for the $100 donation the branch made in June.  Amy will send $25 

donations to the Elizabeth River Project and Bon Secours Foundation as a thank-you to our program speakers 

for September and November. 

 

Jacque thanked Phyllis Shannon for the newsletter and complimented her on how quickly she gets it out to 

members. 

 

Program VP Joyce Saveika reported that the 2014 meetings will be held at the Portsmouth Woman’s Club.  The 

program for the January 20 meeting will be short reviews of favorite books by members of the branch book 

group.  We will collect non-perishable items for the Food Bank. 

 

Membership VP Barbara Johnson gave out copies of the corrected member handbook and asked for help 

delivering copies to absent members. 

 

Corresponding secretary Wanda Russo reported that Ellen Bovee had surgery in September and will soon have 

another surgery for a tumor in her jaw.  Wanda will send a note to Ellen. 

 

The president said that in this month of November, another thing we should be thankful for is that branch 

members have not been asked to sell anything as a fundraiser.  She reminded members that contributions to 

AAUW Funds are due in December of each year.  Mary Swain will send in our checks or members can donate 

online.  Sherry Warren suggested that we consider honoring Zelma Rivin this year with our contributions, as 

Zelma has been an important part of the Portsmouth branch for many years. 

 

Sherry also reported on the name badges we could use as a fundraiser.  Cost is $8.50 with a member’s  name 

and the new AAUW logo.  Sherry suggested that we charge $15 and send the profit to AAUW Funds.  We can 

sell them to members of other branches, also.  Jacque reminded members that Juliette Quick’s villa in Italy is 

also a source of funds if we can find a renter.   

 

Jacque and Amy are continuing to investigate doing the Princeton Review at Wilson High School in the spring.  

Jacque will speak to a Princeton Review representative this week.  Amy is our liaison with Wilson High School. 

The book group will meet on December 9 at Barbara Johnson’s home. 

 

The president encouraged members to check their information online in AAUW’s member database.  There is 

information on how to do this in the November branch newsletter.   

 

Kay Gravatt reported that we have to revise our branch bylaws slightly to be in legal compliance with those of 

the national AAUW.  She will take care of it. 

 

District representative Kathy Batkin thanked members for paper products they brought for the Ida Barbour Early 

Learning Center and said she will continue to accept items whenever members would like to donate.  The 

February 22 district meeting will be at the YWCA in Norfolk; the program will probably be an AAUW fellow or 

grant recipient followed by a salad lunch.  Kathy also reported that, despite repeated contacts with the club 
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sponsor, she has no definite dates for the CHROME Club meetings at Churchland Primary and Elementary 

School.  Some members have offered to help, as this is an effort to encourage girls in the STEM fields – an AAUW 

program priority. 

 

Jacque reported that our branch website is being administered by someone at the national headquarters and 

is up-to-date.  She also led a discussion about how we might best help the Virginia Beach branch with their 

Tech Savvy workshop on March 15.  That branch received an $8,000 grant to put on a day-long technology 

program for middle school girls and their parents.  They hope to have about 100 girls participating, the majority 

of them Girl Scouts in the Colonial Coast region, and about 25 girls from the Seatack area of Virginia Beach.  

There is a $15 registration for each family; some $10 scholarships are available to help defray cost.  Girls will 

have the opportunity to attend 3 different workshops, and parents will attend workshops at the same time..  

Lunch and a keynote speaker will be included in the program.  We may be asked to volunteer on that day, 

fundraise, or help find workshop presenters.  Jacque is a dual member of the Portsmouth and Virginia Beach 

branches; she should have more information at our January meeting.  The Norfolk branch will also be involved. 

 

With no further business coming forth, the meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm. 

 

 

Minutes prepared by Kathy Batkin 
 

 

 

Portsmouth AAUW 
Book Group Schedule 

2013-2014 

 
Date 

 
Book 

 
Author 

 
Reviewer 

 
Hostess 

January 13, 
2014 Citizens of London 

Lynne Olson 
Barbara 
Johnson Wanda Russo 

February 10, 
2014 

My Beloved World 
Sonia 
Sotomayor 

Nancy Jones Mary Ruth Clowdsley 

March  10, 2014 Flight Behavior 
Barbara 
Kingsolver 

Jacque 
Dessino Jean Hilton 

April 14, 2014 Autistic Brain 
Temple 
Grandin 

Lyla Laning Jacque Dessino 

May  12, 2014 
Bring Up the 
Bodies 

Hilary Mantel Mary Swain  

June 9, 2014 Round House Louise Erdrich   

July 14, 2014 
Immortal Life of 
Henrietta Lacks 

Rebecca Skloot Wanda Russo  

August 11, 2014 Pot Luck    

September  8, 
2014 

Lean In: Women, 
Work and the Will 
to Lead 

Sheryl 
Sandberg 

Jean Hilton  

October 13, 
2014 

Gone Girl Gillian Flynn   

 


