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March Meeting 

 

Date: March 19, 2012 

 

6:00 pm Dinner     7:00 pm Program 

 

Place:  Olde Towne Coffee Shop 

 

Location:  600 Crawford St 

 

Speaker:  Carol Armstrong of Operation 

Pocket Pillows 

 

Upcoming Meetings 

Save the Date 

March 19 Branch Meeting Olde Towne Coffee Shop 

April  2 Board Meeting If needed 

April 9 Book Group  

April 20-22 State 

Conference 

Newport News 

May  21 Branch Picnic  

 

 

 

AAUW on the Web 

 
Stay up-to-date on everything AAUW 

www.aauw.org 

www.aauwofva.org 

Branch Officers & Board 

Co-Presidents 

Mary Swain 

405-9514 

rmswain@worldnet.att.net 

 

Jacque Dessino 

630-9276 

jdessino@tcc.edu 

 

 

Program Vice President 

Sue Burton 

397-5363 

shbmizzou69@verizon.net 

 

 

Membership Vice President 

Evelyn Thompson 

488-7289 

msevelyn@verizon.net 

 

Dot Hill 

923-5785 

dotmhill@gmail.com 

 

 

Treasurer 

Amy Moore 

484-4044 

amoore44@cox.net 

 

 

Recording Secretary 

Barbara Johnson 

483-0744 

betrumpson@cox.net 

 

 

Corresponding Secretary 

Sarah R. Brown 

393-3733 

sdhrva@aol.com 

 

 

Public Policy 

Nancy Jones 

484-6181 

Nhjones1@cox.net 

 

 

 

Branch Officers & Board 

AAUW Funds 

Sherry Warren 

399-5716 

varrtl@aol.com 

 

 

Book Group 

Lyla Lanning 

966-9260 

lanning@cox.net 

 

Wanda Russo 

488-6448 

wandaandsnooky@yahoo.com 

 

 

Bylaws – Historian 

Wanda Russo 

488-6448 

wandaandsnooky@yahoo.com 

 

 

Communications 

Margaret Windley 

393-1534 

windley@verizon.net 

 

 

Community Service 

Barbara J. Smith 

237-3655 

bjstroll@cox.net 

 

Newsletter 

Jacque Dessino 

630-9276 

jdessino@mmdva.com 

 

 

PNSY Museum 

Margie Alberti 

399-8356 

 

 

Hospitality 

Carole Gregg 

484-2525 

 

Margaret Gupta 

483-4713 

mgupt@umich.edu 

 

 

 

http://www.aauw.org/
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mailto:dotmhill@gmail.com
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Membership 
 

Every member is on the membership ‘committee.’ 

Bring a guest to the meeting and share information 

about AAUW. Carry a membership brochure with 

you; you never know when you might meet a 

prospective member!  

 

Directory Changes: 

 

Lyla Laning has a new email address; 

laning@cox.net 

 

 

Community Service 
 

Farm Fresh Receipts 

 

If you are not already doing so for another 

organization, please start saving your Farm Fresh 

receipts (the bottom portion with the 123-4 stub). 

Amy Moore will be collecting them at our meetings 

to donate to the early childhood education 

program at Wilson High School that we visited and 

learned about last year.  

 

 

 

 

Carol Armstrong 

Operation Pocket Field Pillows 

 

March 19, 2012 Meeting 
Olde Towne Coffee Shop 

600 Crawford St, Portsmouth 
Dinner @ 6 pm; Program @ 7 pm 

 

When Carol Armstrong’s son Nick was deployed to Afghanistan in 2009, Carol sent him a small pillow to make nights 
away from home, away from a bed, a bit easier. The pillow was small enough to fold up in your hand and shove in a 
pocket and it's meant to take in the field.  Then she made three for his truck buddies, then a few dozen more for his 
platoon, then a hundred more for his company, and Operation Pocket Field Pillows was born.  When her son came 
home, with the help of many volunteers, she continued to make pillows for the troops. Over 12,000 pillows have now 
been sent to deployed troops. Carol  

If you plan to join us for dinner, and have not already sent Sue Burton your dinner choices, please do so ASAP. 
Email or call Sue Burton at shbmizzou69@verizon.net or 757-397-5363 (leave a message) with your meal and drink 
choice. 
  
Meal Choices: Greek Pesto Chicken sandwich (provolone cheese on warm flatbread) 
  

Tuna Melt on wheat 
  

Chicken Burritos (filled with Spanish Rice and Black Beans in melted cheddar Cheese, Organic Lettuce, 
Tomatoes, Fresh Avocado with a hint of cilantro and Vidalia Onions, Wrapped in our unique Tomato Basil Tortilla)   

Please order your drink in advance, too.  

Drink Choices: Coke, Diet Coke, Sprite, A&W Root Beer, Sweet Tea, Unsweetened Tea , Orange Juice. 

Everyone gets chocolate chip cookies for dessert. 

Everything, with tax included, is $10.50 per person. 

 

http://justforbabygifts.wordpress.com/
mailto:shbmizzou69@verizon.net


 

Page 3 

March 2012 
AAUW Portsmouth Branch Newsletter 

Food for OASIS 

 

At our meeting we will again be collecting 

donations for OASIS. Canned meats, vegetables 

and fruit are good options as well as boxed cereals, 

peanut butter, jelly, jams, and honey. Community 

Service Chair Barbara J. Smith will deliver our 

contributions.  

Change for the Jar 

  

We will be continuing our change container for 

student assistance at TCC, so be ready to lighten 

your load by emptying the change from your 

wallet.  These funds are used to provide the per 

diem for the student we send to NCCWSL. We have 

collected $97.09 as of the February meeting.  

 

 

Public Policy 

 
It’s My Vote – I Will Be Heard 

 

The Get out the Vote workshop that will be held on 

April 20 is open not only to branch members, but 

also to other interested individuals. A flyer for the 

event will be sent to AAUW coalition partners in DC 

to be distributed to their members and local 

groups, as well as to other women’s organizations in 

Virginia. The flyer is available at Get Out The Vote 

Flyer.  

 

Defense Department Faces Sexual Assault Lawsuit 

 

Eight female current and former members of the 

U.S. military filed a lawsuit that alleges they were 

raped, assaulted, or harassed during their service 

and retaliated against when they reported the 

incidents.  
 

AAUW originally began to support this effort in 

spring 2011. AAUW Executive Director Linda 

Hallman spoke at a news conference about the 

lawsuit, institutional retaliation against victims of 

sexual assault, and the legal and political outlook 

for reforms of the military justice system. 
 

Interactive Map Tracks Anti-Choice Legislation 

 

ThinkProgress created a map that tracks the most 

restrictive reproductive health measures moving in 

the states. The legislation is broken down into five 

categories—ultrasound, refusal, personhood, 

Planned Parenthood, and 20-week ban—and the 

map provides summaries of the bills. 

 

Afghan Women Face Further Limitation of Rights 

 

Afghan President Hamid Karzai has announced his 

endorsement of a code of conduct that makes it 

permissible for husbands to beat wives and also 

encourages sex segregation. His endorsement has 

ignited activist fears that ending the decade-long 

war could cause a loss in the gains made by 

Afghan women since 2001.  
 

AAUW believes that global interdependence 

requires national and international policies that 

promote peace, justice, human rights, sustainable 

development, and mutual security for all people. 

We affirm our commitment to the U.N. Convention 

on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 

Against Women (CEDAW). 

 

Settlement Reached in Minnesota Bullying Case  

 

AAUW is encouraged by the settlement reached in 

the Minnesota Anoka-Hennepin School District 

bullying and harassment case. The agreement puts 

in place a comprehensive plan to address gender 

discrimination, harassment, and bullying in the 

district. AAUW is hopeful that the framework could 

serve as a model for all schools dealing with the 

pervasive problems of sexual harassment and 

bullying.  

  

Take Action! Tell your senators that it’s time to pass 

the Student Non-Discrimination Act (SNDA)! 
 

   

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard Museum 
 

Our branch provides a docent for the Naval 

Shipyard Museum on the third Sunday each month 

from 2-5 pm.  Sign up at the meeting or call Margie 

Alberti at 399-8356 to volunteer.   

 

DISTRICT NEWS 
 

Virginia Beach Branch invitation: See Iron Jawed 

Angels, starring Hillary Swank, at 6 pm on March 21 

at the Virginia Beach Central Library Auditorium. 

The film “tells the remarkable and little known story 

of a group of passionate and dynamic young 

women, led by Alice Paul (Hilary Swank) and her 

friend Lucy Burns (Frances O’Connor), who put their 

lives on the line to fight for American women’s right 

to vote” [from the film’s web site. A portion of the 

film details the women’s time at the Occoquan, 

Virginia women’s prison. 

 

 

https://filemanager.capwiz.com/filemanager/file-mgr/aauw/Virginia.pdf
https://filemanager.capwiz.com/filemanager/file-mgr/aauw/Virginia.pdf
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/FYVPRMFLMF/HBALRMFNAT/8027161531
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/FYVPRMFLMF/CLGERMFNAU/8027161531
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/FYVPRMFLMF/GAKFRMFNAV/8027161531
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/FYVPRMFLMF/OWZURMFNBJ/8027161531
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/FYVPRMFLMF/NLYXRMFNAY/8027161531
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/FYVPRMFLMF/GLMCRMFNAZ/8027161531
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/FYVPRMFLMF/JRGKRMFNAL/8027161531
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/FYVPRMFLMF/BZMIRMFNAM/8027161531
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/FYVPRMFLMF/IAFQRMFNAN/8027161531


 

Page 4 

March 2012 
AAUW Portsmouth Branch Newsletter 

 

STATE CONFERENCE 

 
The schedule, registration form and hotel 

information is available on the state website at 

http://www.aauwofva.org/ConNpNws2012.html.  
 

The deadline for the ‘early bird’ price is March 15, 

so send in that registration ASAP, if you haven’t 

already done so. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

News and Notes 
 

 

Second Tuesday Forum 

March 13: “Ironclad: The Epic Battle, Calamitous 

Loss, and Historic Recovery of the USS Monitor.” 

Paul Clancy, Virginian-Pilot 

 

 

Girl Scouts 100th Birthday 

 

March 12, 2012 is the 100th anniversary of the Girl 

Scouts 

 

At the District Meeting, Marcy Germanotta, 

Communications Director of the Girl Scout Council 

of the Colonial Coast, gave an update on Girl 

Scouting today and upcoming Girl Scout activities 

 

March 16, from 7-9 pm, AAUW, Virginia Wesleyan 

College, and the Girl Scout Council of the 

Colonial Coast are hosting a free reception and 

book signing with Kathy Cloninger at the 

Hofheimer Library at Virginia Wesleyan College. 

 

 

Cloninger was CEO of the Girl Scouts from 2003 

until November 2011. On her arrival at Girl Scout 

headquarters, Cloninger launched a sweeping 

transformation of the entire Girl Scout Movement 

to increase its compelling, contemporary appeal 

and relevance to twenty-first century girls. She 

continues to be a recognized expert on, and 

advocate for, girls' and women's issues. 

 

Her book, Tough Cookies: Leadership Lessons from 

100 years of the Girl Scouts, demands more 

attention on female leadership, saying it could be 

the path to a revived America.  

 

March 17, Cloninger will be the keynote speaker 

at the GSCCC Annual Council Meeting and 

Volunteer Awards Luncheon at the Renaissance. 

 

For more information on Girl Scouting today, 

check out the web site of the Girl Scout Council of 

the Colonial Coast, 

http://www.gsccc.org/Home.aspx 

  

YMCA South Hampton Roads Fundraiser 

ANY ONE OF US: Words from Prison 

Friday & Saturday, 16th & 17th of March at 8PM 

Sunday 18th of March at 2PM 

The Perry Family Theater  

485 St. Paul's Boulevard 

Norfolk, VA 23510 

$15.00 Admission 

For Reservations and Information: 757-339-0578 

 

Any One of Us: Words from Prison is a collection of 

monologues written by over 50 incarcerated or 

formerly incarcerated women in the Unites States 

and commissioned by V Day, a global activist 

movement to stop violence against women and 

girls. The piece reveals the connection between 

women in prison and the violence that brings 

them there with honesty and sincerity. This year's 

production is a benefit for the YWCA South 

Hampton Roads. 

 

Women’s Studies Works in Progress Conference 

 

Hear three panels of graduate and 

undergraduate students in the Women’s Studies 

Department present their research, including 

topics such as Challenging Sexual Slavery and 

Sexual Harassment. Friday, March 16, noon – 5:00 

pm. Webb Center River Rooms, ODU. 

Raffle Basket 
 

At the February meeting we decided that our 

branch basket for the fundraising raffle at the 

conference would have a ‘Taste of India’ 

theme. Please bring India themed items for 

the basket or a small donation toward basket 

items.  

http://www.aauwofva.org/ConNpNws2012.html
http://www.gsccc.org/Home.aspx
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  MINUTES 
AAUW PORTSMOUTH BRANCH 

FEBRUARY 20, 2012 

 
Call to order:  The meeting was called to other by co-presidents, Jacque Dessino and Mary Swain, at 7:10 p.m. at the Old Towne Coffee 

Shop.  The minutes of the January meeting, as distributed in the newsletter, were approved.  The treasurer’s report, as distributed in the 

newsletter, was also approved and filed for audit. 

 

Mary Swain announced that they keynote speaker for the Saturday business meeting of the annual conference would be Lisa Maatz. 

 

Program:  Sue Burton introduced the speaker, Melissa Amazeen, Chief Information Officer for Sentinel Care Coordinators.  Her cards and a 

packet of information describing long-term care services available in Virginia, under Medicaid waiver programs to help elderly and 

disabled persons remain in their homes were distributed. Information from her card is as follows: 

 

 Melissa Amazeen, Chief Information Officer 

 Sentinel Care Coordinators 

 757.282.6883 (office) 

 757.447-3465 (FAX) 

 P.O. Box 6096 

 Norfolk, VA 23508 

 Melissa@sentinelcarecoordinators.com 

 

She described the services available from Medicaid, under long-term care, as distinguished from low income services.  She also indicated 

that she was available by phone and that the Endependence Center in Norfolk was an excellent resource.  It was also mentioned that the 

Alzheimer’s Association (459.2405) has a list of places. 

 

Reports from board members:  Evelyn Thompson, membership chair, asked that any guests be introduced.  Two guests were introduced. 

 

Corresponding secretary, Sarah Brown, sent cards to Barbara Hund’s family and to Carole Gregg. 

 

Public policy chair, Nancy Jones, discussed the get-out-the-vote effort, especially directed at young women.  Virginia has grant money 

from AAUW for this effort.  She discussed the idea of a staffed table or booth at Fest Events near Waterside. 

 

Program chair, Sue Burton, indicated that Social Services won’t allow its personnel to take public speaking engagements after working 

hours, so Carol Armstrong will discuss “pocket field pillows” for troops overseas at the next meeting, which will be in March at the Olde 

Towne Coffee House,  Everyone appeared to agree to continue with the current menu. 

 

 

She announced that the Title 9 suit, Parker County (Indiana) vs Franklin School (girls’ game scheduled in non-prime-time slots), had been 

won. 

 

The March book group will meet at Mary Swain’s house. She will review Sara’s Key. 

 

Community service chair, Barbara Smith, reported on the trip to Richmond to speak to legislators about the proposal for tunnel tolls. 

 

Margie Alberti reviewed staffing for the NNSY museum through July. 

 

Margaret Gupta requested a count of those who wanted chicken for the May 21 picnic. 

 

Old Business:  Nine members plan to attend the annual conference.  The branch will need to staff the registration table on Friday night. 

Mary Swain updated the group on planned table decorations.  Barb Smith displayed the Indian cuisine theme basket, which she donated 

and which will be raffled as a fund-raiser.  Donations for the basket will be requested in the news letter.  Equal pay day is coming up in April.  

The branch may have to pass on activities for this day because of its responsibilities for the annual convention. 

 

New Business:  The district meeting is this Saturday (February 25) at 11:00 a.m. at Angelo’s Pancakes and Steak House.  Information is in the 

newsletter.  Conference planning committee will meet immediately afterward.  The district chair will be nominated at the district meeting. 

 

A nominating committee was appointed with Marie Callo as chair and Juliet Quicke and Evelyn Thompson as members.  Nominations must 

be made for corresponding secretary and treasurer and membership chairerson.  The committee will report a slate by the April meeting. 

 

Announcements:  On March 21 at 6:00 p.m. the Virginia Beach branch will sponsor Iron-Jawed Angels at the auditorium of the central 

library.  The Norfolk branch has a fund-raising play at the Little Theater of Norfolk. Information is in the newsletter. 

 

On Thursday, March 1, northern Virginia AAUW members will host a reception for the National Museum of Women in the Arts in Washington 

D.C.  Jacque Dessino handed out invitations to those who were interested.  Northern Virginia AAUW members will offer home hospitality to 

those who are going. 

 

Mary Ruth Clowdsley 

mailto:Melissa@sentinelcarecoordinators.com
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(substituting for Barbara Johnson, Recording Secretary) 

 

AAUW Portsmouth Branch Minutes 

Board Meeting 

March 5, 2012 
 

Call to Order.  Co-presidents Mary Swain and Jacque Dessino called the meeting to order at Mary’s home at 7:00.  Other members present:  

Evelyn Thomson, Sherry Warren, Sue Burton, Barb Johnson, Margaret Gupta, Nancy Jones. 

 

State Conference Issues. 

 

There is $300 available for the expenses of those going to the convention.  The Board decided to divide it among those attending. 

 

The ad has to be in by March 15 as hard copy and camera ready.  Mary and Jacque will prepare it. 

 

Responding to inquiries about what should be covered in the branch report for the conference booklet, members agreed it should stress a) 

the sponsorship of a TCC woman at NCCWSL and b) assisting with Sally Daniel’s grant that provides support to TCC women in technology.  

Jacque and Mary will submit the report electronically by April 1. 

 

Centerpieces for 15 tables.  Sherry has found fabric for the base. Mary reported that flowers will be available both from Norfolk County 

Feed and Seed (@ $6 for a six in. pot) and Anderson’s in Newport News (possibly free).  Fish tank sand, cutouts of anchors and sailboats, as 

well as seashells will complete the decorations.  Someone at each table will take home the flower. 

 

Vision Article.  Members suggested three topics to be covered in this piece, due May 15:  the fact that our programs are all mission driven; 

our monthly fund-raising of cash for the NCCWSL student and canned goods for Oasis; TCC’s Equal Pay project in which we participated. 

 

Fund-Raisers.  Sherry reported that we will have a non-event this summer, and that the fall yard sale will be held Oct. 6 at the flea market.  

Funds from the last yard sale will be sent in designated for the Ann Bryant Fund. 

 

Program. Sue reminded members that the March 19 meeting is at the Old Towne Coffee Shop, and there was general agreement that the 

current menu is working well.  The woman who does pocket pillows for the troops is the speaker. 

 

Membership.  Evelyn noted that our official number on February 1 stood at 36, the lowest it has been in many years and a big drop from 53 

in 2009.  While many branches have had decreases, ours is especially large, and there was agreement that one of our planning issues this 

summer had to be how to attract millennial women.   

 

Public Policy.  Nancy asked for help with her responsibilities while she deals with a family health crisis.  These include a substitute for the 

conference get-out-the-vote workshop and a Smart Start workshop at TCC’s VB campus on April 3 or 4. 

 

Publicity.  We seem to be getting no publicity. 

 

District Representative.  Members were pleased to hear that Sherry Warren is the nominee. 

 

Girl Scouts.  The mission is modernizing.  We would be happy to partner with them on a project and to have an official representative of the 

group address a meeting. 

 

Nominating Committee.  Evelyn reported that Marie Callo and Mary Ruth Clowdsley will be nominated as co-vice presidents for 

Membership; Amy Moore has confirmed she will remain as treasurer. 

 

Barbara Johnson, Recording Secretary 

 

 

 


