
                                                                                                       

 

 

 

 

 
November Meeting 

 

Date:         November 17, 2014 

Time:          7:00 p.m. 

Place:        Portsmouth Women’s Club 

Program:   Teresa Stanley  

                   Immigration Policies 

           (Details regarding program on Page 2)     

       

Happy Birthday AAUW – 133 years – 

Nov. 28 

 

Upcoming Meetings & Dates to Note 

Save the Date 

November 10 Book Club 

Gone Girl 

Margaret Gupta, Hostess 

November 17 Branch Meeting Portsmouth Women’s Club 

December 8 Book Club 

I Am Malala 

Mary Swain, Hostess 

January 5 Board Meeting TBA 

January 19 Branch Meeting TBA 

AAUW on the Web 
Stay up-to-date on everything AAUW 

www.aauw.org 

http://aauw-va.aauw.net/ 

FACEBOOK:  

http://www.facebook.com/aauwpova  

BRANCH WEB PAGE:  http://portsmouth-

va.aauw.net/.  
 

Branch Officers & Board 

President 

Jacque Dessino 

630-9276 

jdessino@mmdva.com 

 

 

Program Vice President 

Joyce Saveika 

484-2294 

joyce.teachu2read@cox.net 

 

 

Membership Vice President 

Barbara Johnson 

483-0744 

barbarajohnson40@verizon.net 

 

 

Treasurer 

Julia Brooks 

484-9432 

jbrooks@aol.com 

 

Recording Secretary 

Marilyn Williford 

marilynwilliford@gmail.com 

 

Corresponding Secretary 

Wanda Russo 

488-6448 

wandaandsnooky@ 

yahoo.com 

 

Public Policy 

Nancy Jones 

484-6181 

nhjones1@cox.net 

 

 

 

Branch Officers  & Board 

AAUW Funds 

(Vacant) 

 

Book Group 

Nancy Jones 

484-6181 

Nhjones1@cox.net 

 

Wanda Russo 

488-6448 

wandaandsnooky@yahoo.com 

 

 

Bylaws – Scrapbook 

Wanda Russo 

488-6448 

wandaandsnooky@yahoo.com 

 

Community Service  

Kathy Batkin 

484-7449 

kbatkin@verizon.net 

 

Communication 

(Vacant) 

 

Newsletter 

Phyllis Shannon 

483-1924 

phyllis.shannon@christopher-

academy.org 

 

 

Hospitality 

Margaret Gupta 

483-4713 

mgupt@umich.edu 

 

 

 

Empowering Women Since 1881 
 

American Association of University Women, Portsmouth Branch 

November 2014 Newsletter 
Advancing equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research. 

 

http://www.aauw.org/
http://aauw-va.aauw.net/
http://www.facebook.com/aauwpova
http://portsmouth-va.aauw.net/
http://portsmouth-va.aauw.net/
mailto:shbmizzou69@verizon.net
mailto:barbarajohnson40@verizon.net
mailto:jbrooks@aol.com
mailto:marilynwilliford@gmail.com
mailto:nhjones1@cox.net
mailto:Nhjones1@cox.net
mailto:kbatkin@verizon.net
mailto:phyllis.shannon@christopher-academy.org
mailto:phyllis.shannon@christopher-academy.org
mailto:mgupt@umich.edu
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AAUW FUNDS:   As of the October meeting, we 

have raised $733 for the Portsmouth Branch’s 

contribution to the AAUW Funds. Based on our 

membership, we should be contributing at least 

another $200. When you completed the survey, you 

said your favorite way to raise money for AAUW 

Funds was to write a personal check. Thank you to 

those who have already made their contribution. 

For those who have not written a check, there are 2 

ways to send your money. First, write your check 

and either give it to Nancy at the November 17th 

meeting OR mail your check to Nancy Jones at 

2813 Meadow Wood Dr. West, Chesapeake, VA 

23321. Nancy will complete the necessary forms 

and mail the money to AAUW on Dec. 1. You can 

also make a donation on the AAUW web site, either 

at https://ww2.aauw.org/gift/ or in the Member 

Services Database. If you donate online, please be 

sure to indicate that your donation is for the 

Portsmouth, VA branch. 

Save the Date – State Conference 

The 2015 state conference will be held on April 18, 

2015 in Charlottesville at the Doubletree Inn. The 

Northwest District AAUW branches are hosting the 

one-day conference and AAUW West Virginia 

members will be joining us. For members who can 

spend the weekend, there will be the opportunity 

for a private tour of James Monroe’s home, Ash 

Lawn-Highland on Sunday. Save the date and 

watch for more details coming soon. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VIRGINIA ORGANIZING - IMMIGRATION 
Monday, November 17, 2014 

Portsmouth Women’s Club 

4 Sycamore Road 

Portsmouth, VA 

   7 p.m. – Program and Meeting 

 
PROGRAM:  Teresa Stanley, executive director of Virginia Organizing, will speak 

about the group's efforts to overcome the deadlock in Congress regarding 

reform of immigration policy. For several years the organization has attempted 

to keep Congress, as well as the Tidewater community, informed about the on-

going problem of young people brought to the U. S. as infants who are 

blocked from contributing their skills to the economy by regulations that may 

need to be re-examined. Further, millions of undocumented immigrants who 

are working and paying taxes have, at this time, no path to citizenship. Stanley 

will discuss these issues and take questions from the audience. All community 

members are welcome to attend. 

 

FOOD FOR OASIS: Please bring food items for OASIS.  The cupboards are 

getting bare and with many groups sponsoring Thanksgiving baskets for 

specific families, donations for the general food pantry tend to go down this 

time of year.  Let’s help them keep a good supply of food on hand. Kathy 

Batkin will deliver. 
 

 

 

  

 

https://ww2.aauw.org/gift/
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We know how great AAUW.  How do we 

spread the word? 

 The national AAUW web site had a great 

article about the ‘relational recruitment 

method,” that uses the ‘Ask, Inform, Involve, 

Thank’ model adopted from the Sierra Club. 

The article is available at 

http://www.aauw.org/resource/relational-

recruitment-method/ and a few excerpts are 

included here. 

How to Use the Relational Recruitment Method 
to Grow Your Branch 

Let’s face it: Whether you want to ask a friend to 
sign up to become an AAUW member or invite a 
stranger to attend your event, recruiting people 
can be awkward. An uncomfortable feeling creeps 
in when we feel like we are putting someone on 
the spot by asking her to do something she might 
not want to do. 

1.       Ask.  Start by getting to know the person 
you are talking to. Learn about the motivations 
she may have to join or get involved. 

2.       Inform.  Next, share with her what your 
AAUW branch or state does, but with a tailored 
focus on the details that are most related to 
her passions and interests.  

3.       Involve. Now it’s time to ask her to join. 
This is the hardest part, but remember, you are 
giving her an opportunity to get involved with 
something you just learned she cares about . . . 
ask a clear question that requires a definitive 
answer. “Will you join us for our holiday 
fundraiser on Saturday, November 29?” 

4.       Thank.  No matter whether she says yes, 
no, or maybe, always thank her. Thank her 
when she agrees to attend the event. If she 
says no, thank her for spending the time talking 
with you. And once she attends, thank her 
again! Saying thank you is a small way to show 
appreciation and recognition. It will also help 
strengthen your relationship over time. 

Elevator Pitch: The Fall Virginia Vision had a 

great article on creating your “elevator pitch” 

for AAUW. What’s an elevator pitch?  “An 

elevator pitch or elevator speech is a quick, 

succinct summation of what AAUW is all 

about. Spoken, it should not last longer than 

30 seconds! You want to say enough to cause 

someone to say “Tell me more!” The article 

included a template and sample elevator 

pitch. If you haven’t read it yet, the Virginia 

Vision is available on the AAUW of VA web site 

at http://aauw-

va.aauw.net/files/2012/11/Vision2014FallFinalFi

nal02.pdf 

Public Policy:  In support of AAUW of VA 

public policy priority and grant initiative, Kathy 

Batkin sent a request to Portsmouth Mayor 

Kenny Wright asking him to sign a 

proclamation to designate Dec. 8-14, 2014 as 

Computer Science Education Week in 

Portsmouth, coinciding with the national 

celebration. 

Tech Savvy – Virginia Beach AAUW: The 

Virginia Beach Branch will hold a Tech Savvy 

workshop day again this spring. The date is 

March 14, 2015 at the Virginia Beach Campus 

of TCC. They will once again be looking for 

donations and volunteers. Watch for more 

information. 

  

 

http://www.aauw.org/resource/relational-recruitment-method/
http://www.aauw.org/resource/relational-recruitment-method/
http://aauw-va.aauw.net/files/2012/11/Vision2014FallFinalFinal02.pdf
http://aauw-va.aauw.net/files/2012/11/Vision2014FallFinalFinal02.pdf
http://aauw-va.aauw.net/files/2012/11/Vision2014FallFinalFinal02.pdf
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HUMAN TRAFFICKING:    Human trafficking is an international disgrace. It forces an estimated 27 

million people worldwide into prostitution or involuntary labor. The Polaris Project, which tracks 

federal and state laws on human trafficking, recommends that Virginia pass laws to provide 

assistance to human trafficking survivors, including creating “safe harbors” for sexually exploited 

minors. We want to make sure our Virginia lawmakers in Richmond know this--and do something 

about it.  

We have embarked on a petition drive and need the support of all our branches to ensure 

success.  Although our goal is to collect 1000 signatures, we should be able to collect many more 

signatures through our collective “woman power.”  After all, we have until January 30, 2015, to 

collect signatures. 

The link for our petition is http://bit.ly/1F56cLG. “Sign” it online and then email the link to your 

friends and organizations to “sign” and pass on. If you are on Facebook, post it on your page. Let’s 

make it go viral!!   

There is also an offline paper version of the petition. Kathy Batkin brought the petition to the 

October meeting and we will also have it at the November meeting, in case you missed signing it. 

Please print copies and take these with you to meetings, community events, and any other place 

where you can get signatures. All of the signatures will be consolidated into one package that we 

will present to our lawmakers in Richmond on February 4, 2015, which is our State Lobby Day. 

Please mail or email signed paper petitions to the addresses on the bottom of the petitions as soon 

as you collect them, rather than waiting until January 30th. That way we can gauge our progress 

along the way, 

Thanks for all of your assistance. Now let’s go forth and make an impact!! 

    Leslie Tourigny, State Public Policy Vice President 

 Kathy Batkin and Maureen Dwyer, State Program Co-Vice-Presidents 

 

 

Look at these 

beautiful smiles.  

Jacque and Kathy 

represented us at 

the October District 

meeting. 

On the left is Marilyn 

Riddle, the district 

rep and on the right 

is Patsy Quick, Co-

President of AAUW 

of Virginia. 

http://bit.ly/1F56cLG
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THE DAY AFTER:  8 TAKEAWAYS FROM THE 2014 MIDTERM ELECTIONS:   Posted: 05 Nov 2014 09:22 AM PST, 
National AAUW website. 
The midterm election of 2014 is finally over — well, mostly. There will be a December runoff in the Louisiana U.S. 

Senate race, and the Virginia U.S. Senate race may be headed for a Thanksgiving recount. But truly, there 

weren’t too many surprises, despite the unprecedented — and quite frankly worrisome — amount of money 

spent this cycle. Comments posted by AAUW Vice President of Government Relations Lisa Maatz  

1.      Republicans take control of the U.S. Senate. The Republican Party will be happy to take over the Senate 

come January 2015, but not before current Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid and company try to shoehorn in 

as many of President Barack Obama’s nominees as possible during what will likely be a lively lame-duck session. 

I’m not surprised about the Senate changing hands or the GOP increasing their U.S. House majority. Midterm 

elections in a sitting president’s sixth year in office are rarely a picnic for his party, though this outcome is the 

worst for a president’s party in, oh, about 50 years. 

2.     AAUW-supported ballot initiatives did well.  Measures to increase the minimum wage were successful in 

four states, plus Illinois voters said they supported raising the minimum wage, and all did so with healthy 

majorities. We also saw a third state, Massachusetts, pass a paid sick days measure pretty handily. And anti-

choice initiatives were rejected in Colorado and North Dakota. This is all very good news and bodes well for 

AAUW efforts to continue to push our priorities at the state level while gridlock reigns in our nation’s capital. 

3.     Voters are quite comfortable contradicting themselves — especially Independent voters. AAUW-

supported ballot initiatives overwhelmingly went our way (go team!), yet the electorates in those same states 

chose senators who strongly oppose the very initiatives the body politic passed. This contradiction seems to be 

especially true for Independent voters, who will take on even more significance in the 2016 presidential 

election. 

4.     Some barriers were broken, but it was mostly a rough night for women candidates. Thanks to her special-

election victory, which means she’ll be sworn in this week, Rep.-elect Alma Adams of North Carolina will 

become the 100th woman member of the current 113th Congress. This is the highest number of women in 

Congress in U.S. history. Despite breaking into three-digit range, it looks like the proportion of women in both the 

Senate and House will change very little.  As for barriers broken, West Virginia and Iowa for the first 

time elected women to the U.S. Senate, with Iowa’s Joni Ernst also becoming the first woman elected to 

Congress from Iowa overall. Gina Raimondo will be Rhode Island’s first woman governor. Rep.-elect Elise 

Stefanik of New York, at age 30, is now the youngest woman ever elected to Congress. New Jersey sent its first 

African American woman to the House, and Utah’s Mia Love is the first-ever Republican African American 

woman elected to Congress. 

5.     The “women’s vote” and the “gender gap” are different phenomena.  The women’s vote describes the 

behavior of women voters as a whole — typically more women vote than men — and the divisions among 

women over a candidate or an issue. The gender gap is simply the voting gap between genders, that is, the 

difference in the percentages of women and men who support a specific candidate or issue. The gender gap 

alone may not be enough to push a candidate over the finish line if the women’s vote overall is not large 

enough, and it wasn’t this year. Democrats won women voters, but Republicans won men and by a wider 

margin. In short, elections are decided by those who actually show up. 

6.     Democrats are pointing the finger at the president, but the White House begs to differ. In race after race, 

vulnerable Democrats couldn’t escape the specter of an acutely unpopular White House. And before the 

votes were even tallied, the White House was already distancing itself from the party’s dreadful election results. 

The circular firing squad has commenced, and triangulation is in the wind. 

7.      ID laws suppress turnout and voting. A new law requiring photo identification for voters in 

Texas prevented some longtime voters from casting their ballots. Voters in North Carolina also reported trouble 

related to a new policy, and voters in Georgia reported being unsure their votes had been processed. In 

Alabama, a 92-year-old woman who has voted since at least the 1960s was told her absentee ballot wouldn’t 

count because her public housing ID wasn’t acceptable. Laws that require voters to show 

identification reduce turnout among African Americans and young voters especially. 

8.     The 2016 presidential primary season has officially begun! 
 
 

http://www.politico.com/story/2014/11/minimum-wage-increase-wins-in-four-red-states-112565.html#.VFodV-N2Jrg.twitter
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2014/11/04/massachusetts-decide-guaranteed-sick-leave/FM83exkDer1VPxUDDX2IbP/story.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/11/04/personhood-colorado_n_6104120.html
http://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/public-policy/voter-education/ballot-initiatives/
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/milestone-alma-adams-victory-means-100-women-congress-n241596
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/05/us/politics/midterm-elections.html?_r=0
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2014/11/05/meet-mia-love-youll-be-seeing-a-lot-more-of-the-republicans-first-black-congresswoman/?tid=hp_mm&hpid=z6
http://online.wsj.com/articles/early-exit-polls-show-a-nation-dissatisfied-1415146566
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2014-11-04/white-house-seeks-to-distance-obama-from-losing-democrats.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/05/us/election-tests-new-rules-on-voting.html
http://www.bostonglobe.com/news/politics/2014/11/05/voters-report-problems-number-states-new-limits-take-effect/5Uh47hy3hPXiEAvzZ0m2wM/story.html
http://www.msnbc.com/msnbc/problems-reported-polls-vary-state-state
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/govbeat/wp/2014/10/09/report-voter-id-laws-reduce-turnout-more-among-african-american-and-younger-voters/
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Portsmouth AAUW 

Book Group Schedule 

2014-2015 

 
Date 

 
Book 

 
Author 

 
Reviewer 

 
Hostess 

November 10, 2014 Gone Girl Gillian Flynn 
Charlotte 
Presha-Little 

Margaret Gupta 

December 8, 2014 I am Malala 
Malala Yousafzai 
w/ Christina Lamb 

Jean Hilton Mary Swain 

January 12, 2015 
Tenth of December 

George Saunders Jacque Dessino Jacque Dessino 

February 9, 2015 Factory Man Beth Lacy Barbara Green Barbara Johnson 

March  9, 2015 Luminaries Eleanor Catton Mary Swain Joyce Saveika 

April 13, 2015 
Paris Wife (perhaps w/ 
Sun Also Rises) 

Paula McLain Nancy Jones Lyla Laning 

May  18, 2015 Fighting Chance Elizabeth Warren Barbara Johnson Nancy Jones 

June 8, 2015 A work by Maya Angelou Joyce Saveika Mary Ruth Clowdsley 

July 13, 2015 Christian Nation Frederick Rich Lyla Laning Wanda Russo 

August 10, 2015 Pick Books   Mary Swain 

September 14, 2015 
And the Dark Sacred 
Night 

Julia Glass Wanda Russo Barbara Green 

October 12, 2015 Americanah 
Ngozi Adichie 
Chimamanda 

Mary Ruth 
Clowdsley 

Jean Hilton 

 


