
                                                                                                       

 

 

 

 

 
September Meeting 

 

Date:         September 16, 2013 

Time:          7:00 p.m. 

Place:        Trinity Episcopal Church 

                   Parish Hall 

                   500 Court Street 

Program:   Robin Dunbar 

                   Paradise Creek Nature Park 

(See more details on Page 2)             

 

 

Upcoming Meetings 

Save the Date 

October 14 Book Group 

Hunger Games 
Charlene Presha-Little 

October 26 District Meeting 

Women & the 

Arts 

Chrysler Museum 

November 11 Book Group 

1984 
Lyla Laning 

November 18 Branch Meeting TCC 

December 9 Book Group 

Testament of 

Mary 

Barbara Johnson 

 

AAUW on the Web 

 
Stay up-to-date on everything AAUW 

www.aauw.org 

http://aauw-va.net 

Branch Officers & Board 

President 

Jacque Dessino 

630-9276 

jdessino@mmdva.com 

 

 

Program Vice President 

Joyce Saveika 

484-2294 

joyce.teachu2read@cox.net 

 

 

Membership Vice President 

Barbara Johnson 

483-0744 

barbarajohnson40@verizon.net 

 

 

Treasurer 

Amy Moore 

484-4044 

amoore44@cox.net 

 

Recording Secretary 

Marilyn Williford 

marilynwilliford@gmail.com 

 

Corresponding Secretary 

Wanda Russo 

488-6448 

wandaandsnooky@ 

yahoo.com 

 

Public Policy 

Nancy Jones 

484-6181 

nhjones1@cox.net 

 

 

 

Branch Officers & Board 

AAUW Funds 

(vacant) 

 

Book Group 

Nancy Jones 

484-6181 

Nhjones1@cox.net 

 

Wanda Russo 

488-6448 

wandaandsnooky@yahoo.com 

 

 

Bylaws – Scrapbook 

Wanda Russo 

488-6448 

wandaandsnooky@yahoo.com 

 

Community Service  

Kathy Batkin 

484-7449 

kbatkin@verizon.net 

 

Communication 

(vacant) 

 

Newsletter 

Phyllis Shannon 

483-1924 

phyllis.shannon@christopher-

academy.org 

 

PNSY Museum 

Margie Alberti 

399-8356 

 

Hospitality 

Margaret Gupta 

483-4713 

mgupt@umich.edu 

 

 

 

Empowering Women Since 1881 
 

American Association of University Women, Portsmouth Branch 

September 2013 Newsletter 
Advancing equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research. 

 

http://www.aauw.org/
http://aauw-va.net/
mailto:shbmizzou69@verizon.net
mailto:barbarajohnson40@verizon.net
mailto:marilynwilliford@gmail.com
mailto:nhjones1@cox.net
mailto:Nhjones1@cox.net
mailto:kbatkin@verizon.net
mailto:phyllis.shannon@christopher-academy.org
mailto:phyllis.shannon@christopher-academy.org
mailto:mgupt@umich.edu
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Membership 

Every member is on the membership 

‘committee.’ Bring a guest to the meeting and 

share information about AAUW. Carry a 

membership brochure with you; you never 

know when you might meet a prospective 

member!  

 
Check Us Out: 

FACEBOOK:  

http://www.facebook.com/aauwpova  

 
BRANCH WEB PAGE:  http://portsmouth-

va.aauw.net/.  
 
 

 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard Museum 

 

Our branch provides a docent for the Naval 

Shipyard Museum on the third Sunday each 

month from 2-5 pm.  Sign up at the meeting or 

call Margie Alberti at 399-8356 to volunteer.   

Change for the Jar:  

The change will be donated to the TCC 

Portsmouth Campus Women's Center. The 

center does much to support women students 

of all ages in their quest for higher education. 

Sometimes a student just needs help with bus 

fare, a textbook, or childcare expenses; the 

center can use cash-on-hand to help out in 

emergencies like these. Thank you for your 

support. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paradise Creek Nature Park 

Elizabeth River Project 
 Monday, September 16, 2013 

Trinity Episcopal Church, Parish Hall 

500 Court Street,   7 p.m. 
 

PROGRAM: 

Robin Dunbar, “Princess Elizabeth”, will tell us about the Elizabeth River Project’s 

work with the city of Portsmouth, the Virginia Port Authority, and several corporate 

partners to clean up Paradise Creek.  The grand opening of Paradise Creek 

Nature Park was held on June 22, 2013.   The park includes restored wetlands, 

coastal woodlands and hiking trails. Scientists have identified more than 188 

species of fish, birds, insects, and other wildlife in the park. . More information can be 
found at http://www.paradisecreekpark.org/index.htm. Virginian Pilot article: 
http://hamptonroads.com/2013/06/portsmouths-paradise-creek-park-found-again 

DIRECTIONS: The church address is 500 Court St, at the corner of High and Court 

Streets. To access the Parish Hall turn off Court onto King Street at the side of the 

church. There will be parking on the left and the entrance on the right. 

WANT TO MEET FOR DINNER BEFORE THE MEETING? Joyce Saveika is organizing 

dinner before the meeting at Still, which Is at 450 Court Street.  Please call 484-

2294 or email Joyce, joyce.teachu2read@cox.net, by Sunday if you plan to 

attend, so she can make the reservations.  

  

. 

http://www.facebook.com/aauwpova
http://portsmouth-va.aauw.net/
http://portsmouth-va.aauw.net/
http://www.paradisecreekpark.org/index.htm
http://hamptonroads.com/2013/06/portsmouths-paradise-creek-park-found-again
mailto:shbmizzou69@verizon.net
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A Message from Our President 

 

Happy New Year!  

 

Walking my dog on the Seawall this morning, it 

definitely felt like Fall is here. I love this time of 

year- cool mornings and evenings with warm 

days and lower humidity. Plus, it’s the start of a 

new year for me. The new school year has 

started at TCC and I’m starting my first year as 

‘solo’ president of the Portsmouth Branch. I 

know, however, that I’m not really ‘solo.’  I’m 

part of a collaborative effort that includes the 

support and resources of State and National, 

the cooperative efforts of the branch board, 

and the collective resources of the ‘Absolutely 

Amazing, Unstoppable Women (and men)’ of 

the branch! 

 

The board has had two meetings and has 

started planning some exciting things. You will 

hear more about our plans in the newsletter 

and at the September meeting, but here are 

just a few highlights to get you interested. First 

off, we are going to try mixing up the meeting 

location. Our first meeting will take place at 

the Parish Hall of Trinity Episcopal Church, 

where we will hear Robin Dunbar, aka Princess 

Elizabeth, tell us about the Elizabeth River 

Project’s work with the city, the port, and 

corporate sponsors to clean up Paradise 

Creek, which is in our own ‘back yard,’ and 

turn it into a great new park in Portsmouth for 

both recreation and education. We are also 

planning to have a wider variety of activities 

and less ‘listen to a speaker’ meetings. In 

October, for instance, we are planning an 

outing to the TCC Visual Arts Center for a 

gallery talk and tour of the exhibit of Chrysler 

Museum works.  

  

In addition, we listened to your comments and 

will not only have an online directory but will 

also distribute a physical directory in the 

traditional format. I plan to solicit more input 

from the members as well as ask each 

member take some small part in the branch 

activities and projects. I look forward to 

working with you all this year and hope to see 

you at the September 16 meeting. 

 

Jacque Dessino, President 
 

 

Leaders needed for State Board positions 

  

Four new state officers will be elected in the 

spring, to take over on July 1, 2014:  President 

and Vice Presidents for Program, 

Communications, and Public Policy. Only the 

President must have previously served on the 

State Board. More information on the positions 

will be in the Fall Vision and is available in the 

AAUW of Virginia Board of Directors Handbook 

at 

 http://aauw-

va.aauw.net/files/2012/12/VABoardHandbook

.pdf. As our district rep, Kathy Batkin is a 

member of the nominating committee.  Talk 

to her or send your recommendations to 

Sandy Lawrence, Nominations Chair, 

at slawrence4@juno.com, 703-569-1588.  We 

have good talent in our branch, so if you're 

willing to serve, AAUW of Virginia needs you. 

 

Public Policy:  New tool makes student loan 

forgiveness easier for public service.  If you (or 

you know someone who is) working to repay 

student loans, check out new repayment 

options.  Visit the Department of Education 

website, http://studentaid.ed.gov/repay-loans 

 

One type of loan forgiveness applies 

specifically to those in public service careers 

such as working for a 501 (3) (c) organization 

or teaching in public schools. 

 

Nancy Jones 

 

Book Club:  The book club meeting 

schedule is at the end of the newsletter. 

Members are welcome to come to any 

book group meeting, even if they are not 

book group regulars. Anyone who wants 

to receive all individual Book Group 

emails should contact Nancy Jones to be 

added to the list. 
 

AAUW HISTORY FACTS: 

What year did VA pass the 19th amendment? 

 (1952) 

 

What AAUW member co-authored Title IX ? 

(Rep. Patsy Mink (D-HI)) 

 
 

 

http://aauw-va.aauw.net/files/2012/12/VABoardHandbook.pdf
http://aauw-va.aauw.net/files/2012/12/VABoardHandbook.pdf
http://aauw-va.aauw.net/files/2012/12/VABoardHandbook.pdf
mailto:slawrence4@juno.com
tel:703-569-1588
http://studentaid.ed.gov/repay-loans
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AAUW Portsmouth Branch Meeting Minutes 

May 20, 2013 

 
Call to Order.  Co-president Jacque Dessino called the meeting to order at 7:30 at the home of 

Joyce and Joe Saveika after dinner and socializing during the annual end-of-year picnic.  She 

thanked Joyce for the use of her lovely home and asked Carole Gregg’s guest, Sarah Burchett, to 

introduce herself. 

 

Minutes.   Minutes of the March 18 meeting were approved as corrected. 

 

Treasurer’s Report.  Treasurer Amy Moore reported disbursements of $34 leaving a balance on hand 

of $997.22. 

 

Reports from Board Members. 

 

 AAUW Funds.  Sherry Warren reported a profit of $125 from the garage sale, which will be 

contributed to the Funds.  Cleanup of unsold merchandise was carried out by Margaret 

Gupta, who took four boxes of books to the Portsmouth Public Library for their sale, and by 

Jacque Dessino, who took the remaining items to Goodwill. 

 Change Jar.  Kathy Batkin has collected $128 over the course of the year to contribute to the 

Portsmouth campus of TCC’s Women’s Center for use as emergency funding for students.  She 

congratulated the branch for exceeding the $100 goal. 

 Hospitality.  Margaret invited guests to purchase the excess chicken from the picnic. 

 State Conference.  Jacque reported that the one-day event included the content of a 

normal two-day meeting, leaving participants breathless.  Because our contribution to the 

Funds exceeded $1100, the branch was allowed two named honorees; certificates of 

appreciation were thus awarded to Nancy Jones and Barb Johnson. Jacque described the 

keynote speech of Dr. Karen Remley on women’s health issues, the address by the Vice-

President of the national Board, and the three excellent workshops.  The Virginia branches, 

including our own, together contributed over $2000 to the Turning Point Memorial supported 

by the state AAUW.  Next year’s conference will be at Smith Mountain Lake April 4-6, and 

Jacque distributed literature about things to do in the region and encouraged all members to 

consider attending. 

 President’s Report.  Jacque thanked by name all the officers and committee chairs who 

served during the past year for jobs well done, calling special attention to the by-laws 

Community Service Project:  The Branch’s first community service activity occurred 

this summer. With the help of 6 branch members, Community Service Chair Person 

Kathy Batkin was able to buy $150 worth of clothing for kids at the HER 

Shelter.  Thanks to all who came through so quickly.  Kathy said, “When I knew I had 

enough money to shop, I called Sarah Curry at the shelter, and she said that most of 

the kids had already been "adopted" for their back-to-school clothes.  She was able 

to give me one 5th grade boy who will be attending Hodges Manor Elem.  I bought 

2 pairs of shoes, socks, shorts, jeans, several tee shirts, 2 long-sleeved shirts, and a zip-

up sweatshirt with a hood.  Having $17 left and figuring that we had a good amount 

of clothing for "Jake", I bought 2 items for girls, which they can give to anyone who 

might need them.” The items were distributed at the shelter’s back-to-school party 

for the kids living there.  Again, thanks to our branch members for their generosity. 
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committee and to Phyllis Shannon, who provided a timely and accurate newsletter each 

month.  She noted our two new members, Barbara Green—not present—and Charlene 

Presha-Little, whom the membership welcomed warmly. (Margaret Gupta is responsible for 

inviting both women to membership.) 

 Drawing.  Margaret Windley’s name was selected from the paid-up members in attendance 

to receive free branch dues for the coming year. 

 Public Policy.  Nancy Jones thanked all those who regularly serve as “two-minute activists” by 

registering their support when they receive the Take Action bulletins from national.  She 

especially thanked her husband Jimmy, who does this faithfully. 

 

Installation of Officers. 

Jacque asked outgoing Co-President Mary Swain to install the officers, and as she carried out this 

duty, she described the responsibilities of each officer and handed her a white chrysanthemum.  

The new officers are Joyce Saveika, Program Vice-President; Barb Johnson, Membership Vice-

President; and Marilyn Williford, Recording Secretary.  President Jacque congratulated the new 

officers and accepted a motion to adjourn the meeting. 

 

Barbara Johnson, Recording Secretary 
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Portsmouth AAUW 
Book Group Schedule 

2013-2014 

 
Date 

 
Book 

 
Author 

 
Reviewer 

 
Hostess 

September 9, 
2013 

Color of Water James McBride Nancy Jones Barbara Green 

October 14, 
2013 

The Hunger 
Games 

Suzanne 
Collins 

Jacque 
Dessino Charlene Presha-Little 

November 11, 
2013 

1984 George Orwell 
Sydney 
Maroney 

Lyla Laning 

December 9, 
2013 

Testament of Mary Colm Tobin 
Mary Ruth 
Clowdsley Barbara Johnson 

January 13, 
2014 Citizens of London 

Lynne Olson 
Barbara 
Johnson Wanda Russo 

February 10, 
2014 

My Beloved World 
Sonia 
Sotomayor 

Nancy Jones Mary Ruth Clowdsley 

March  10, 2014 Flight Behavior 
Barbara 
Kingsolver 

Jacque 
Dessino Jean Hilton 

April 14, 2014 Autistic Brain 
Temple 
Grandin 

Lyla Laning Jacque Dessino 

May  12, 2014 
Bring Up the 
Bodies 

Hilary Mantel Mary Swain  

June 9, 2014 Round House Louise Erdrich   

July 14, 2014 
Immortal Life of 
Henrietta Lacks 

Rebecca Skloot Wanda Russo  

August 11, 2014 Pot Luck    

September  8, 
2014 

Lean In: Women, 
Work and the Will 
to Lead 

Sheryl 
Sandberg 

Jean Hilton  

October 13, 
2014 

Gone Girl Gillian Flynn   

 


