
                                                                                                       

 

 

 

 

 
May Meeting 

 

Date:         September 15, 2014 

Time:          Dinner - 6:00 p.m. 

                   Meeting – 7:00 p.m. 

Place:        Olde Town Coffee House 

Program:   What is human trafficking and 

what does it look like in Portsmouth? 

 

(Details regarding dinner reservations on Page 2)     

        

 

 

Upcoming Meetings & Dates to Note 

Save the Date 

September 15 Branch Meeting 

 

Portsmouth Coffee House 

September 23 National Voter 

Registration Day 

Please note 

October 6 Branch Meeting TBA 

October 14 Voter Reg. 

Deadline 

Must be registered by this 

date to vote Nov. 4 

October 25 District Meeting Clarion, Williamsburg 

 

AAUW on the Web 

 
Stay up-to-date on everything AAUW 

www.aauw.org 

http://aauw-va.aauw.net/ 

Branch Officers  & Board 

President 

Jacque Dessino 

630-9276 

jdessino@mmdva.com 

 

 

Program Vice President 

Joyce Saveika 

484-2294 

joyce.teachu2read@cox.net 

 

 

Membership Vice President 

Barbara Johnson 

483-0744 

barbarajohnson40@verizon.net 

 

 

Treasurer 

Julia Brooks 

484-9432 

jbrooks@aol.com 

 

Recording Secretary 

Marilyn Williford 

marilynwilliford@gmail.com 

 

Corresponding Secretary 

Wanda Russo 

488-6448 

wandaandsnooky@ 

yahoo.com 

 

Public Policy 

Nancy Jones 

484-6181 

nhjones1@cox.net 

 

 

 

Branch Officers & Board 

AAUW Funds 

(vacant) 

 

Book Group 

Nancy Jones 

484-6181 

Nhjones1@cox.net 

 

Wanda Russo 

488-6448 

wandaandsnooky@yahoo.com 

 

 

Bylaws – Scrapbook 

Wanda Russo 

488-6448 

wandaandsnooky@yahoo.com 

 

Community Service  

Kathy Batkin 

484-7449 

kbatkin@verizon.net 

 

Communication 

(vacant) 

 

Newsletter 

Phyllis Shannon 

483-1924 

phyllis.shannon@christopher-

academy.org 

 

PNSY Museum 

Margie Alberti 

399-8356 

 

Hospitality 

Margaret Gupta 

483-4713 

mgupt@umich.edu 

 

 

 

Empowering Women Since 1881 
 

American Association of University Women, Portsmouth Branch 

September 2014 Newsletter 
Advancing equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research. 

 

http://www.aauw.org/
http://aauw-va.aauw.net/
mailto:shbmizzou69@verizon.net
mailto:barbarajohnson40@verizon.net
mailto:jbrooks@aol.com
mailto:marilynwilliford@gmail.com
mailto:nhjones1@cox.net
mailto:Nhjones1@cox.net
mailto:kbatkin@verizon.net
mailto:phyllis.shannon@christopher-academy.org
mailto:phyllis.shannon@christopher-academy.org
mailto:mgupt@umich.edu
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Membership 

Every member is on the membership 

‘committee.’ Bring a guest to the meeting and 

share information about AAUW. Carry a 

membership brochure with you; you never 

know when you might meet a prospective 

member!  

 
Check Us Out: 

FACEBOOK:  

http://www.facebook.com/aauwpova  

 
BRANCH WEB PAGE:  http://portsmouth-

va.aauw.net/.  
 

STATE WEB PAGE: http://aauw-va.aauw.net/ 

 

 

 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard Museum 

Our branch provides a docent for the Naval 

Shipyard Museum on the third Sunday each 

month from 2-5 pm.  Sign up at the meeting or 

call Margie Alberti at 399-8356 to volunteer.   

 

Member Services Database 

Please make certain that your information is 

correct in the AAUW Member Services 

Database (MSD).  Details on how to do this are 

on page 4 of this newsletter. 
 

District Meeting 

Mark your calendars! The district meeting will 

be a luncheon meeting on Saturday, October 

25, at the Clarion in Williamsburg, and is 

tentatively scheduled to focus on human 

trafficking.  More info to come. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
Monday, September 15, 2014 

Olde Towne Coffee-House 

600 Crawford Street, Portsmouth 

   6 p.m. – Dinner 

7 p.m. – Program and Meeting 

 
DINNER:   Dinner will be catered at the Old Towne Coffee-House at 6:00 p.m. The 

menu consists of three cheese ravioli, fresh green salad, hot garlic bread, a beverage, 

and  a chocolate chip cookie for a total charge of $18.00.   Reservations must be 

made by September 11.  Those making reservations will be responsible for the entire 

bill even if they cannot come.  Proceeds will benefit a new program in Portsmouth, 

Operation Restore Dreams, designed to give pregnant women and their babies a 

head start.  Your responses to the survey indicated an interest in a dinner meeting, so 

please support this worthy cause.  Please call or email Joyce at 484-2294 or 

joyce.teachu2read@cox.net so that you will be included for this important meeting. 

 

PROGRAM:  “What is human trafficking and what does it look like in Portsmouth?” 

presented by Officer Al Manning of the Portsmouth Police department.  Officer 

Manning is part of the Special Victims Unit of the Portsmouth Police department.  

Human trafficking is one of the three initiatives emphasized by AAUW this year.  This is 

certain to be an informative presentation about what may be happening in our own 

communities. 

 

 

 

  

 

http://www.facebook.com/aauwpova
http://portsmouth-va.aauw.net/
http://portsmouth-va.aauw.net/
http://aauw-va.aauw.net/
mailto:joyce.teachu2read@cox.net
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Branch Survey Summary: 
 

The board is using the results of the branch 

survey as they plan branch programs and 

activities. 16 people had responded by mid-

August.  If the selected results below do not 

reflect your opinion of what the branch should 

be doing, and you did not complete the 

survey, there is still time to make your opinions 

known.  The link to the survey is 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/9P2D2KP. It 

will remain open until after the September 

meeting and the final analysis will be 

discussed at the October board meeting. 

 

Selected Survey Results: 

 

 The September program by Robin 

Dunbar on the educational activities 

of the Elizabeth River Project was rated 

the highest of all programs last year.  

As a result, the board is planning 

another program with the ERP 

 

 Almost all respondents would like to 

see the book group program that was 

canceled due to weather, so we are 

rescheduling it 

 

 The Portsmouth Women’s Club and the 

Olde Towne Coffee-House were the 

two highest rated venues. Also getting 

high marks were time for socializing 

before the meeting, and a dinner 

meeting, at least once or twice a year.  

Given these three, we have decided 

to go back to Olde Towne Coffee 

House, and are investigating different 

meal options. 

 

 Most respondents indicated they 

would prefer to make a donation 

rather than selling something as a 

fundraiser, although 40% did indicated 

that they would be willing to help with 

a one-time fundraiser. So, be prepared 

to be asked to make that donation!  

 

 The written comments supported 

mission based programs with, perhaps, 

an occasional fun or cultural outside 

activity.  

 

 

Summer Leader’s Meeting: 

 

This year’s meeting focused on helping 

branches reflect on and determine who we 

are, uniquely, as a branch.  The rationale for 

determining our branch ‘vision’ is that one 

branch can’t do everything! AAUW is about 

Empowering Women and Girls.  That mission 

encompasses many topics including STEM, 

public policy, legal support, campus 

outreach, sexual assault, education funding 

and more.  We need to determine which 

topics inspire passion in our members, where 

we want to go with that passion, and how we 

want to share that in the community. 

 

A focus or ‘visioning’ activity is a member-

driven, reflective session where the branch 

vision and focus are identified and then used 

to determine how to market the branch to 

potential members and the community. At 

the meeting, we heard from two branches 

that have gone through this process as well as 

from Erica Stout, AAUW Manager of Member 

Leadership Training and Programs, part of a 

new program at National focused on branch 

development. 

 

Board members who attended are 

enthusiastic about trying this process with our 

branch and are working to schedule it as a 

branch activity this spring. 

 

AAUW has a new Fundraising policy that 

details how branches can use the AAUW 

name and logo in fundraising efforts, among 

other things. At the Summer Leader’s meeting, 

past president Carolyn Pickens gave an 

update on the new policy.  

 
 

Did you know? 

 

New data released by the Department of 

Labor suggests that raising the minimum wage 

may actually bolster job growth. According to 

the report, in the 13 states that raised their 

minimum wage this year, job growth 

increased on average by 0.85 percent 

compared to 0.61 percent in the 37 states that 

did not increase their minimum wage. The 

new report comes as many states and 

Congress consider minimum wage legislation.  

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/9P2D2KP
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=HdWDyAyo1ajF%2FUFml6EpZ7CxqE%2F96GlN
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Breaking News: AAUW of Virginia was Awarded an AAUW Public Policy Impact Grant for 2014-2015  

 

AAUW of Virginia was one of 9 AAUW State branches to receive a $1000 Public Policy Impact 

Grant for 2014-2015. This is the third year in a row that we received such an award. Undoubtedly, 

the hard work of our branches has caught the attention of AAUW National. We have the 

reputation of promising a lot of work—and delivering, thanks to everyone.  Here’s an overview of 

this year’s Impact Grant. 

      

1. Our primary issue is Title IX: STEM; our secondary issue is Human Trafficking; and Get Out The 

Vote Activities (GOTV) are also a critical focus of our Impact Grant. 

 

2. Just like last year, we will divide the $1,000 grant into $100 mini-grants, which branches can 

apply for. Sally Sledge, Vice-President for Membership, sasledge@msn.com will once again 

be directing that process. Information on this year’s application process will be sent out in 

August. 

 

3. Leslie Tourigny, Public Policy Vice President, is the Impact Grant Chair (ltourigny@gmail.com), 

and Maureen Dwyer (Maureen.dwyer@realtydirect.com) and Kathy Batkin 

(kbatkin@verizon.net), Program Co-Vice-Presidents, will be managing the Impact Grant as 

well. Leslie will be the primary on GOTV, Maureen on human trafficking, and Kathy on STEM. 

 

4. As you probably remember from last year, we needed to report information to AAUW 

National on our Impact Grant activities throughout the year so they can be assured we are 

using the Impact Grant money as we indicated we would. Please note that the upcoming 

event form and event report-back form that are described below will need to be completed 

at the appropriate times: 

 

  Complete the upcoming event form no later than two weeks before the action or 

activity so AAUW National can send you materials and support your activity. The 

upcoming event form can be found here: http://bit.ly/UpcomingPolicyEvents.  

 

 Complete the event report-back form no later than three days after an action or 

activity. The event report-back form can be found here: 

http://bit.ly/AAUWEventForm. 

 

Also, please keep track of the activities you complete under the Impact Grant so that 

when we need to compile a report that is required mid-way through the year, you’ll 

easily be able to retrieve the information.  

 

Leslie Tourigny, State Public Policy VP 

Kathy Batkin and Maureen Dwyer, State Program VPs 
 

MAYBE WE'LL MAKE AAUW OF VIRGINIA HISTORY 

 

There have been two histories of AAUW of Virginia published in the past, one that covered 1925-

1960, and another that covered 1960-1970.  State historian Neola Waller has been working for 

several years on a volume to cover 1970-2010 and it is about ready to go to the printer.  At the 

summer state board meeting, she asked board members to look through their archives for 

photographs which might be included in the new history.  Thanks to Sue Burton, who brought me 

two Portsmouth branch scrapbooks  that are kept in the History Room at Portsmouth's Main Library, 

and Wanda Russo, who keeps our current scrapbook, I was able to find 5 photos to send to 

Neola.  With any luck, at least one will make it into the publication.  It all depends on what pictures 

she receives and whether they fit with the text.  Neola hopes that the 1970-2010 History of AAUW of 

Virginia will be available in early 2015.  Branches will receive one free of charge; members will be 

able to purchase one for a nominal fee.   

 

mailto:ltourigny@gmail.com
mailto:Maureen.dwyer@realtydirect.com
http://bit.ly/UpcomingPolicyEvents
http://bit.ly/AAUWEventForm
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It’s My Vote: I Will Be Heard 2014 - Getting Out the Midterm Vote: 

AAUW’s 2012 “It’s My Vote: I Will Be Heard” campaign was a huge success in registering and turning out 

millennial women voters.  With the critical upcoming midterm elections on November 4, 2014, AAUW has 

launched “It’s My Vote: I Will Be Heard 2014- Getting Out The Midterm Vote.” Our GOTV activities under our 

newly awarded AAUW Public Policy Impact grant will support this initiative. 
 

Goals for GOTV are: 

1. At least 50% of active branches participate in at least one GOTV activity, such as voter registration 

drives, candidate forums, etc. 

2. Register at least 500 voters  
  

These GOTV activities can be planned and carried out by branches on their own or in conjunction with other 

organizations, such as the League of Women Voters (LWV) and our college/university partner member 

campuses.  
  

October 14, 2014, is the deadline to register to vote for the November 4, 2014 election. 
  

The Virginia Department of Elections (ELECT) has posted revised mandatory "Guidelines for Conducting Voter 

Registration Drives.” Here is the link to these guidelines, as well as to information about required training and 

related information and forms:   
  

http://sbe.virginia.gov/index.php/registration/voter-registration-guidelines/ 
  

The highlights from the guidelines are: 
  

1.      “…all individuals or organizations…requesting twenty-five (25) or more voter registration applications 

from… ELECT or local voter registration offices must register and complete ELECT certified training," i.e., any 

of our branches that conduct their own voter registration drive(s) and request 25 or more applications 

need to have a member complete the training and registration requirement.  
  

2.      The training can be taken in one of three different ways: on-line, instructor-led classroom training 

offered by ELECT, or instructor-led classroom training led by your local voter registrar’s office. (Follow the 

link above for further information.) 
  

3.      Although individuals not requesting 25 or more voter registration applications are not required to take 

the training, ELECT recommends that anyone conducting a voter registration drive take the training. 
  

4.      Representatives of organizations conducting voter registration drives who have taken the training are 

responsible for ensuring that those working with them understand and abide by the voter registration laws, 

policies and procedures.  Page 21 of the Guidelines contains a helpful “Recommended Checklist for Voter 
Registration Drives." 

  

5.      AAUW has many resources for GOTV activities, which are linked below: 
  

          http://www.aauwaction.org/ 

          http://www.aauwaction.org/voter-resources/ 

          http://www.aauwaction.org/my-vote/ 

          http://www.aauwaction.org/voter-education/voter-guides/ 

 6.     Votesmart.org is another good resource. 
  

7.     Please remember to complete the upcoming event form no later than two weeks before the action or  

activity so AAUW National can send you materials and support your activity. The upcoming event formcan 

be found here: http://bit.ly/UpcomingPolicyEvents. 
8.  Please remember to complete the event report-back form no later than three days after an action or activity. The event report-back 

form can be found here: http://bit.ly/AAUWEventForm  

  Leslie Tourigny, State Public Policy VP, Kathy Batkin, & Maureen Dwyer, State Program Co-VPs 
 

http://sbe.virginia.gov/index.php/registration/voter-registration-guidelines/
http://www.aauwaction.org/
http://www.aauwaction.org/voter-resources/
http://www.aauwaction.org/my-vote/
http://www.aauwaction.org/voter-education/voter-guides/
http://www.votesmart.org/
http://bit.ly/UpcomingPolicyEvents
http://bit.ly/AAUWEventForm
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LOCAL OPPORTUNITIES TO HELP GET OUT THE VOTE: 

The League of Women Voters has asked us for volunteers from 11a.m. – 2 p.m. on 9/23/14 at the 

Portsmouth Campus of TCC and 11/15-11/19 at the Chesapeake Campus of TCC. Members 

should let Nancy Jones know if they are available to help. Nhjones1@cox.net or 484-6181. 

 How to Receive a Paper Copy of the Vision 

The AAUW of Virginia Vision, the state newsletter, is issued three times a year: Fall, Winter/Spring 

and Summer.  With the Fall 2014 issue, you will notice a new email service providing 

the Vision online to everyone with an email address registered with AAUW on the Membership 

Services Database (MSD).  We encourage you to help AAUW of Virginia to save money by 

accepting the Vision via e-mail.  In that way you can read it online, print it, or download it and 

save it to your computer. The link will arrive in your email boxes via the new AAUW email service 

called Salsa. 

In addition, the Vision (both past and current) is always available on the AAUW of Virginia 

website (http://aauw-va.aauw.net). 

THE VISION WILL AUTOMATICALLY BE POSTAL-MAILED TO BRANCH MEMBERS WHO DO NOT HAVE 

AN EMAIL ADDRESS REGISTERED WITH AAUW ON THE MSD. 

If have an email address but wish to receive the Vision in print copy via postal mail, you may fill 

out and submit a simple online form at this link: http://bit.ly/T6xnT9.  You may also submit the form 

from the state website at http://aauw-va.aauw.net.  Once you have submitted the form, you will 

receive paper copies of the Vision via postal mail.  

Please submit the form by September 20 if you wish to receive a print copy of the fall 2014 Vision. 

 

 

 

       

 
 

 

 
 
  

 

mailto:Nhjones1@cox.net

