
                                                                                                       

 

 

 

 

 
April Meeting 

 

Date:         April 20, 2015 

Time:          7:00 p.m. 

Place:        Portsmouth Women’s Club 

Program:   Paradise Creek Nature Park 

 

           Food Collection for OASIS 

           (Details regarding program on Page 2)   
 

 

Upcoming Meetings & Dates to Note 

Save the Date 

April 13 
Book Club 

Paris Wife 

Lyla Laning, Hostess 

April 18 State 

Conference 

Charlottesville 

April 20 
Branch Meeting 
7 p.m. 

Portsmouth Women’s Club 

May 11 
Picnic & 75

th
 

Anniversary  
Portsmouth Women’s Club 

May 18 
Book Club 

Fighting Chance 

Nancy Jones, Hostess 

AAUW on the Web 
Stay up-to-date on everything AAUW 

www.aauw.org 

http://aauw-va.aauw.net/ 

FACEBOOK:  

http://www.facebook.com/aauwpova  

BRANCH WEB PAGE:  http://portsmouth-

va.aauw.net/.  
 

Branch Officers & Board 

President 

Jacque Dessino 

630-9276 

jdessino@mmdva.com 

 

 

Program Vice President 

Joyce Saveika 

484-2294 

joyce.teachu2read@cox.net 

 

 

Membership Vice President 

Barbara Johnson 

483-0744 

barbarajohnson40@verizon.net 

 

 

Treasurer 

Julia Brooks 

484-9432 

jbrooks@aol.com 

 

Recording Secretary 

Marilyn Williford 

marilynwilliford@gmail.com 

 

Corresponding Secretary 

Wanda Russo 

488-6448 

wandaandsnooky@ 

yahoo.com 

 

Public Policy 

Nancy Jones 

484-6181 

nhjones1@cox.net 

 

 

 

Branch Officers  & Board 

AAUW Funds 

(Vacant) 

 

Book Group 

Mary Swain 

405-9514 

rmswain@cox.net 

 

Wanda Russo 

488-6448 

wandaandsnooky@yahoo.com 

 

 

Bylaws – Scrapbook 

Wanda Russo 

488-6448 

wandaandsnooky@yahoo.com 

 

Community Service  

Kathy Batkin 

484-7449 

kbatkin@verizon.net 

 

Communication 

(Vacant) 

 

Newsletter 

Phyllis Shannon 

483-1924 

phyllis.shannon@christopher-

academy.org 

 

 

Hospitality 

Margaret Gupta 

483-4713 

mgupt@umich.edu 

 

 

 

Empowering Women Since 1881 
 

American Association of University Women, Portsmouth Branch 

April 2015 Newsletter 
Advancing equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research. 

 

http://www.aauw.org/
http://aauw-va.aauw.net/
http://www.facebook.com/aauwpova
http://portsmouth-va.aauw.net/
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A View from Beautiful Paradisen Creek Nature Park 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paradise Creek Nature Park 
Monday, April 20, 2015 

Portsmouth Women’s Club 

4 Sycamore Road, Portsmouth, VA 

   7 p.m. – Program and Meeting 

 

Our April speaker is Sarah Sumoski, the Manager of Paradise Creek Nature Park. Check 
out this website for photos and information on the nature park.  
http://www.paradisecreeknaturepark.com/.  

 

April Collection for OASIS:   Since we haven't collected for OASIS Social Ministry in a 
good while, please bring any items you'd like to donate to our April meeting.  Staples 
in the pantry there include Hamburger Helper, cereal, juice, pasta, rice, canned 
vegetables and fruit, peanut butter, jelly, canned meats, and baby food.  They are 
always appreciative of whatever we add to their cupboard. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

http://www.paradisecreeknaturepark.com/
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A Message from our President: The End of the 
Portsmouth Branch? 
 
Do you want our 75th anniversary celebration to 
be our last? If not, it’s time to act. The usual board 
positions we would be electing now are President, 
Recording Secretary, and Program VP. So far the 
board has not been able to find members willing 
to take on the first two positions.  
 
Since fall, the board has discussed changing the 
governance from our traditional model to 
something simpler and more collaborative. 
Marilyn Williford has agreed to be the “Program 
Coordinator,” working with other members to 
take care of program details, which is, in reality, 
the way the program activities have been 
organized for the last two years.  
 
We need branch members to step forward and 
agree to help coordinate the other two areas. For 
instance, instead of being the Recording 
Secretary, would you be willing to be the 
“Minutes Coordinator,” making sure that 
someone is signed up to take minutes each 
meeting? Most importantly, would one or two of 
you be willing to be the “Administrative 
Coordinator,” the point of contact for National 
and State? Most other administrative duties can 
be done by a good working committee or team.  
 
I know that many, if not most, of you have already 
served in these positions, perhaps more than 
once, but we don’t have the depth of membership 
to let you rest on your laurels. We hope the 
“Vision to Reality” activity will provide us with a 
renewed focus and plan of action to address that 
issue, but we need current members to step 
forward while we work to implement that 
process.  
 
If you are willing to step forward to keep the 
branch going, please call, write, or email me by 
April 27.  
 
Jacque Dessino, President 

 

 

Sign Up for End of the Year Picnic 
 
May 11, at the Portsmouth Women’s Club, we will 
have our end of the year picnic and 75th 
anniversary celebration.  Margaret Gupta started 
the fried chicken sign-up at the March meeting 
and will also do so at the April meeting. If you 
won’t be at the meeting this month, please let 
Margaret know if you will be attending and if you 
want fried chicken. If you will need or would like a 
ride to/from the picnic, please let Margaret know 
that too and the board will make sure you can 
attend! 
 
As we all know, Margaret would prefer a phone 
call at 483-4713, but she assures me that she is 
checking her email more regularly, so sending her 
a message at mgupt@umich.edu would work, too.  
 
As always, the picnic will be a pot-luck, but, 
because of the anniversary celebration, the 
branch will be providing dessert, so please keep 
that in mind when deciding what to bring. 
 
75th Anniversary Celebration  
 
To celebrate our anniversary all members  are 
invited to participate in ‘memorial’ comments 
about the branch. It could be what the branch has 
meant to you; your favorite activities; a memory 
of past branch activities. Jacque may contact a 
few members in advance, but, for the most part, 
it will be a semi-spontaneous occasion to speak 
about AAUW Portsmouth Branch.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:mgupt@umich.edu
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From the Archives:    From a Letter to the Editor, January 29, 1978  
 
Hooray for William Wood’s on the Equal  Rights Amendment in the House of Delegates . . . He is to be commended for 
drawing attention to the abuse of the committee system in the House. 
 
It is time our delegates, elected by the people, stop treating the House as an elite club and come to grips with the issues. 
It is time to vote on the ratification of the ERA. Five years in committee is deplorable. Marie C. Callo 

 
Public Policy Updates: 

Human Trafficking: I just wanted to let everyone know that all the hard work collecting signatures on our human trafficking 
petition, holding programs to educate people about the devastating problem of human trafficking,  working with other  groups 
advocating for action by the Virginia General Assembly, and delivering our petition to the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and 
the Speaker’s staff, paid off. On March 27, 2015, Governor McAuliffe signed HB 1964/SB 1188, which creates new felonies for 
trafficking of persons for commercial sexual activity. This law takes effect on July 1, 2015. While there are still more measures 
that need to be taken by the Virginia General Assembly to combat human trafficking, this is a giant step forward in the fight 
against human trafficking. Once again, thanks to everyone for the hard work.  

Leslie Tourigny, AAUW of VA Public Policy VP 

Federal Lobby Day: Please note that the date for this year’s Federal Lobby Day, which is held under the auspices of the 
AAUW Lobby Corps, has been changed to Thursday, May 14, 2015.  AAUW of Virginia members will be matched up with 
experienced Lobby Corps members and assigned Congressional offices to visit that day to lobby about legislation. 
Although it is too early for the schedule to be finalized, please anticipate that we will be getting an early start that day. 

Please let me know by April 23, 2015, the names and email addresses of those who’ll be coming, along with information 
on who their Member of Congress is. 

 Members traveling from a great distance will need to come in the night before. The good news is that our AAUW sisters 
in Northern Virginia are opening up their homes to overnight AAUW visitors.   Please let Jeanne Elmore, Co-Northern 
District Rep (jfelmore2@verizon.net), know by April 23rd if you need accommodations.  Thanks a lot. 

 Leslie Tourigny,  AAUW of VA Public Policy VP 
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Portsmouth AAUW 
Book Group Schedule 

2014-2015 

 
Date 

 
Book 

 
Author 

 
Reviewer 

 
Hostess 

April 13, 2015 
Paris Wife (perhaps w/ 
Sun Also Rises) 

Paula McLain Nancy Jones Lyla Laning 

May  18, 2015 Fighting Chance Elizabeth Warren Barbara Johnson Nancy Jones 

June 8, 2015 A work by Maya Angelou Joyce Saveika Mary Ruth Clowdsley 

July 13, 2015 Christian Nation Frederick Rich Lyla Laning Wanda Russo 

August 10, 2015 Pick Books   Mary Swain 

September 14, 2015 
And the Dark Sacred 
Night 

Julia Glass Wanda Russo Barbara Green 

October 12, 2015 Americanah 
Ngozi Adichie 
Chimamanda 

Mary Ruth 
Clowdsley 

Jean Hilton 

  

  

  

  

  

 


